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“There” 


By Annie Johnson Flint 


I have commanded the ravens to feed thee there.—I have 
—- a widow woman there to sustain thee —1 Kings 


LIJ AH hid by Cherith’s brook, 
For God had sent His Prophet “ there.’ 
Though there were streams in Gilead, 
As cool, as pleasant, and as fair. 


And when the water’s babbling flow 
Grew less and less, and ceased at last, 
God had another “there ’”’ for him 
Till drought and famine should be past. 


The ravens did not know the way 
To any other brook than this ; 
‘They would not give God’s bread and meat 
To any pensioner but His. 


Zarephath’s widow might have starved, 
With naught to eat and naught to share, 
Had but Elijah stayed his steps 
Or gone to any place but “there.” 


Not elsewhere than His hand had led, 
However dear, however fair, 

Not elsewhere than His word had said; — 
The Lord could only feed him “ there.’’ 








Hard but Happy 

Hard times can bring a happiness that no other 
times know. This has been proved true in the experi- 
ence of God’s children straight through the centuries 


whenever hard times have closed in. There is no 
happiness in hard times for those who are without 
Christ, “having no hope, and without God in the 
world.”* But those who have Christ have “all things,” 
‘including a continual and undefeatable joy that neither 
men nor circumstances can take from them. A Chris- 
tian husband and wife who have been having especially 
‘severe testing during these days of depression and 
‘darkness (but the depression and darkness have been 
entirely outside, not within their hearts, where there 
is uplift and light) wrote in a recent letter to personal 
friends: “We can never forget your loving considera- 
tion in these hard but happy days.” That expression 
is not found in the letters or lives of people of the 
world. For them, these days are hard and heavy and 
harassed; for the children of a Father whose wealth 
is unlimited and whose love never fails, the time is 
hard but happy. When the early Christians knew that 
Peter and John had .been arrested for preaching in 
the name of Jesus, and had been forbidden to speak in 
that name any longer, they held a meeting of praise 


and thanksgiving; they did not ask that the opposition 
or persecution might cease, but they said: “And now, 
Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy 
servants, that with all boldness they may speak thy 
word” (Acts 4:29). Their prayer was answered, for 
immediately we read that “they were all filled with 
the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with 
boldness.” It was a hard but happy time. And so 
it was for Paul and Silas in the prison at Philippi, 
their backs aching and bleeding from many stripes, their 
feet fast in the stocks, and their hearts so happy that 
they could not keep still about it but sang praises unto 
God until an earthquake came! Today, as then, God’s 
children can testify, “For as the sufferings of Christ 
abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by 
Christ” (2 Cor. 1:5). Peter joins together two words 
that God wants no child of His to put asunder: “fiery 
trial” and “rejoice” (1 Pet. 4:12, 13). 


=< 
“This Third Cut” 


As human resources grow less, God’s resources 
are seen to be greater. Salary cuts are a common 
experience these days— but none the less distressing. 
A Christian man was recently sent for at “headquar- 
ters” in the institution which he is serving, and where 
many have had to be laid off; he writes of the experi- 
ence in a personal letter to a friend: “Well, I just 
committed it to the Lord, although I felt a little sick 
inside thinking of my wife. ... I entered the sanctum 
and sat down and took a good look at ’s solemn 
face, and then I just gave him a good smile. He 
smiled and said, ‘Well, you make it easy.’ ... He 
handed me an envelope and extracted a statement and 
told me to look it over. Well, I just breathed a 
prayer of thanks, for it was a mere reduction in sal- 
ary of twenty-five per cent. I could only praise the 
Lord that, in view of so many having nothing, we still 
had enough to meet our bare needs. . .. I know God 
is seeing us all through: It is in times such as these 
that we are given opportunity to prove whether or not 
we meant what we said when we stood up and said, 
‘I am crucified with Christ,’ and ‘Where He leads me 
I will follow.’ It takes such tests as this to reveal 
just what is in our hearts, for it certainly comes. to 
the surface. Some have let some. very unpleasant 
aspects of their nature come forth. As I told one 
complaining brother: ‘It is a case of sink or swim, 
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and I prefer to swim if, by taking this third cut in 
salary, I can help keep the ark afloat.” “This third 
cut” gives the Lord an opportunity to reveal unknown 
riches of his love and provision, and his unbreakable 
purpose and power to keep his pledge to provide all 
our need, 


=x 


Leprosy Under Law and Grace 


There is a striking contrast in the treatments of 
leprosy in the Old Testament and in the New. Two 
of the longest chapters in Leviticus, running through 
page after page, give God’s law concerning the leper 
and his treatment at the hands of the priest. Many 
details are set forth for the examination and testing 
of the disease, and for the treatment of the person 
and even of garments contaminated. Minute cere- 
monial is prescribed, and animal sacrifice when the 
time for cleansing comes. It is a wearisome and 
tragic story; and the actual experience of lepers who 
had to go through with it must have been infinitely 
more tragic than the reading of the record. But there 
are bright spots as we read of the final healing and 
cleansing, with the ceremonial of the oil and the blood. 
A Christian man, in his daily Bible reading recess 
turned from those chapters in Leviticus to the--fifth- 
chapter of Luke, and he could not but rejoice in the 
amazing contrast between law _and grace when dealing 
with the leper —a type of the sinner. “For the law 
was given by Moses, but grage and truth came by 
Jesus Christ” (John 1:17). After reading the 116 
verses in Leviticus on the treatment of leprosy he read 
the account by Luke, the trained physician, of “a man 
full of leprosy,””—an extreme case in an advanced 
state, as Dr. Howard Kelly has-pointed out. The leper 
“seeing Jesus fell on his face, and besought Him, say- 
ing, Lord, if thou .wilt, thou canst make me clean. 
And he put forth his hand, and touched him, saying, 
I will: be thou clean. And immediately the leprosy 
departed from him.” This leper was a Jew, and the 
Lord charged him to keep the law by showing him- 
self to the priest and making the required sacrifice 
for his cleansing. But the healing was all done “imme- 
diately.” Could we have a more wonderful lesson in 
the marvelous provision God has made for the instant 
cleansing of the sinner from all sin by the healing 
power and cleansing blood of the lamb of God? 
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The “Must” of Regeneration 


E ALL have our own conception of things 
W «: must have. But at least we shall agree 

on the necessity. of food, clothing, and shelter 
for the body. The mind, too, must be furnished with 
not less. than the elements of an education. And the 
means necessary thus to provide for body and mind 
are first essentials in life, we say. But One who came 
from Heaven, One who sees our need from the stand- 
point of eternity, has spoken otherwise as to. man’s 
first necessity. True, there are great elemental phys- 
ical, psychological; and social necessities for man’s 
earthly existence; -but in the thought of Him who 
uses Heaven’s standards of measure to estimate man’s 
need, these “musts” of ours shrink into comparative 
insignificance. Our Lord stripped aside not only life’s 
non-essentials, but life’s lesser needs as well; when, 
in order to emphasize the soul’s first necessity, he 
solemnly declared, “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be born again, he cannot see the king- 
dom of God. . ... Ye must be born again.” This is 
life’s sine qua non. 

But what did he mean? There is a parable in the 
writings of Plutarch that has been cited in illustration 
here. It tells of a man who busied himself trying: to 
make a dead body stand upright. He eventua!ly aban- 
doned the attempt with the comment, ‘There. is some- 
thing lacking inside.’ Before and since Christ came, 
world-menders. have been: busy.-trying’ to make fallen 
man upright, though with discouraging results. But 


our Lord did not join hands with the great religionists 
and reformers in their disappointing labors. For he 
saw that in one part of his nature death prevailed 
over man, and that, if he would stand and walk in 
ufrightness, there must be an imparting of new life 
by re-birth. 

What are the glories of the sunset to the blind? 
the melodies of music to the deaf? or the joys of life 
to the dead? And how may the beauties of holiness, 
the harmonies of Heaven, and the raptures of eternal 
life be enjoyed by the soul that is blind and deaf and 
dead to God? Sin has entered human nature and in- 
troduced death into the highest part of man’s_ being. 
There is. something lacking inside. Life. must be in- 
troduced again into the spirit of man if he is to see 


the kingdom of Heaven, to hear the harmonies of 


Heaven, and to live unto the God of Heaven. Because 
death has entered man’s. spirit, his primary need is 
life, spiritual life. 

Such is the significance of our Lord’s words, and 
this is the message of the Scriptures throughout. “In 
the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die,” 
was the warning given to Adam. And in the day of 
man’s. first.sin a tragic change took place in him. 
No longer could. he delight in the fellowship of God: 
The divine Presence was shunned; for love and de- 
votion to’ God had vanished and: in their place was 
aversion for his holy Presence. “I was afraid ... 
and I hid myself.” 
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It is clear that spiritual death may coexist with a 
continuance of life in the lower spheres of man’s nature, 
but it is life vitiated by the absence of those holy in- 
fluences that shoild stream into a man’s being by way 
of his spirit from the Father of spirits. Thus, “She 
that liveth in pleasure is dead while she liveth” (1 
Tim. 5:6). The fact that death has entered man’s 
being and necessitated a rebirth appears also in the 
words of Paul to the Ephesians as he contrasts their 
present with their past state. ‘You hath he quickened, 
who were dead in trespasses and sins.” The “must” 
of regeneration spoken by Christ is echoed throughout 
the Scriptures. Man in his fallen condition is under 
the sway of death in his spirit and therefore life must 
be introduced. Spiritual life does not come with natu- 
ral birth, hence the necessity of a new birth. We must 
be born again. 

(1) Man must be born from above to be fit for life 
above. Heaven is the home of the holy. But we, by 
nature and by practice, are sinful. Something must 
take place to fit us to live with God. Spurgeon used 
to say that if a thief got into Heaven unchanged the 
first thing he would do would be to pick the pockets of 
the angels! To be fit for the society of Heaven man 
must have a heavenly nature, which natural birth does 
not impart. Born in sin and shapen in iniquity (Psa. 
51:5), man needs the new birth to be fit for Heaven. 

(2) Life on one plane cannot generate life on an- 
other; therefore, “Ye must be born again.” This is 
the meaning of our Lord when he says, “That: which 
is born of the flesh is flesh.” The word flesh here 
signifies human nature as it is, vitiated by the fall. 
Fallen man can reproduce only after his own likeness. 
This is true in all orders of life. That which is born 
of the plant is of the plant kingdom, and can, by no 
power resident in itself, enter the higher kingdom of 
the animal. » Neither can flesh and blood inherit the 
kingdom of God. 

(3) Refinement and reform are not enough, hence, 
“Ye must be born again.” There is the oft told story 
of a little colored laddie who, tired of being teased 
about his black skin, undertook to remedy matters by 
the application of flour. Having sympathetically 
elicited the reason for his grief and his attempt to 
whiten himself, his mother gathered him up into her 


. ‘arms with the words, “Why, Honey, the black is not 


on yo’ skin it is in yo’ blood.” Fixing up the outside 
would riot do. And so with man the sinner. The dark 
hue of sin goes deeper than the outward life and what- 
ever his refinement of the old nature may do to improve 
man for this life, it cannot give entrance to the king- 
dom of ‘God. We dare not forget that it was to a 
man of estimable character, morally and religiously, 
that our’ Lord spoke the words that emphasized the 
absolute necessity of the new birth. 

Only recently, in a world famous mission, there took 
place a conversion that in its circumstances emphasizes 
the insufficiency of mere morality. A young man who 
had been leading what he believed to be a normal moral 
life was suddenly brought to realize that_to be saved 
he must be born again. He had had a Christian up- 
bringing in a home whose splendid discipline had left 
its impress upon him. He believed himself to be a 
Christian by virtue of his clean life. An elder brother 
who had fallen into the ways of sin and gone steadily 
down into the depths of iniquity was eventually brought 
to attend the mission, where he accepted Christ and 
experienced His life-transforming power. When the 
younger brother saw the change that had come into 
the other’s life, he too, shortly afterward, accepted 
Christ in the same mission and was born again. The 
two are today bearing their testimony to the saving 
power of the Lord Jesus. 

But what was it that impressed the younger brother? 
Not reform merely. If the elder had merely reformed 
his ways, that alone could never have had such an 
effect on the younger man who himself needed no 
such reform. It was because reformation came as the 
evident effect of regeneration; and that regeneration 
had produced not merely a moral decency that the 
younger man already had, but other things to which 
he was a total stranger. Besides morality there was 
spirituality. The newborn brother possessed an as- 
surance of salvation, a consciousness of sonship, a love 
for God, a delight in prayer, a fellowship with Christ 
and His people, a spiritual discernment, and a manifest 
peace and joy that the younger had never known. 
There was about his brother a kinship to Heaven lack- 
ing in himself. And it was so evident as to impress 
the younger with the insufficiency of his own mere 


_morality and to turn him to seek for himself that water 


of life of which the other had drunk to such blessed 
effect. 

(4) Finally, because it is the only sound basis. for 
social improvement, men must be born again. It has 
been well said that one former is worth a hundred 
reformers. And yet the reformer is still busy “trying 
to fashion a stable and happy society out of men who 
are selfish, weak, and miserable. His cry is, ‘Get your 
circumstances changed,’ while Christ’s call is, ‘Get 
yourselves changed and then the things around you 
will be changed!’” 

One has but to look at Confucianist China for an 


‘illustration of this. Confucianism is an ethical system 


with the utilitarian motive of ‘making society moral 
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for the good of the state. For centuries the ruling 
class in that land has consisted of men educated’ ac- 
cording to the ideas of Confucius. 
in this very class, where exists the most thorough 
knowledge of the teaching of the great Chinese re- 
former, that unethical conduct has been most conspic- 
uous and most general. Duplicity and corruption have 
long been notorious in official circles. Personal en- 
richment of the governing at the expense of the gov- 
erned has long been the order of the day. Nor has a 
veneer of Western education improved this condition 
in our day. The man was right who, hearing it said 
that what China needed most was Western education 
and methods, replied: “China has no lack of men 
trained in the universities of the Western world and 
in all the latest methods, but they are just as ready 
to barter away the liberties of our country as any 
others. What China needs supremely is the living 
God to change the hearts of her people.” And this 
is true not of China alone but of the world in gen- 
eral. We are doing the thing most. essential to social 
improvement when we labor to bring men to know the 
living Christ and thereby to become new creatures in 
him. 

But it is not only needful; it is also gloriously pos- 
sible to be born again. God on his side has done at 
Calvary and Pentecost what is requisite to make pos- 
sible the new birth for 2!! who will have it. We be- 
come sons of. God through accepting his Son. “But 
as many as received him, to them gave he power 
to become the sons of God; ... which were born, not 
cf blood [natural descent], nor of the will of the flesh 
[personal reform], nor of the will of man [social im- 
provement], but of God” (John 1:12, 13). Here 
then is the mode of the new birth. Receive God's 
Son in his soul-saving power and his life-directing 
authority, and God makes you one of his family. It 
is thus that men are born of God. It is thus that you 
may be born again. 
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Does Christ’s Death or Life Save Us? 


Our pastor gave us a splendid address on the cross 
of Christ, and emphasized the necessity of Christ’s 
death; as an atonement for our sins. He made it clear 
that it was Christ’s death on the cross which saved 
us, that the shedding of Christ’s blood alone can avail 
for the forgiveness of our sins. 

After the service one person took exception to our 
pastor’s preaching, saying that we are saved not by 
the death of Christ but by his life, and quoting the 
words of Paul to this effect. Our friend seemed to 
minimize the death of Christ by saying that it was 
only the body which died on the cross, and that Jesus, . 
being God, could not die. 

Would you kindly give us a clear statement that I 
might present to my friends, in your column of Notes 
on Open Letters ?’—A Minnesota reader. 


There is no passage in the Bible that tells us that 
we are not saved by the death of Christ but by his 
life; there are many Scripture passages that tell us 
that we are saved by his death. Both in the Old Tes- 
tament and in the New this wonderful Gospel of 
salvation through the death of a Substitute is declared. 
Seven centuries before the Son of God-came to earth 
in order to die, Isaiah predicted by inspiration: “Surely 
he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet 
we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and af- 
flicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement 
of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we 
are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we 
have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord 
hath laid on him the iniquity of us all... for he was 


cut off out of the land of the living: for the trans- ~° 


And he made © 
his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his ° 


gression of my people was he stricken. 


death; because he had done no violence, neither was 
any deceit in his mouth. Yet it pleased the Lord to 
bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt 
make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, 
he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the Lord 
shall prosper in his hand.” : : 

The Lord Jesus himself said, before his death on 
the cross: “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all men unto me. This he said, signifying 
what death he should die” (John 12: 32, 33). 

Again, we are told concerning Christ: “Neither by 
the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he 
entered in once into the holy place, having obtained 
eternal redemption for us... . And for this cause he 
is the mediator of the New Testament, that by means 
of death, for the redemption of the transgressions: that 
were under the first testament, they- which are called 
might or the promise of eternal inheritance” (Heb. 
9:12, 15). 

The last book of the Bible, Revelation, is introduced 
by the inspired salutation in which John pronounces 


But it has been. 
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grace upon the churches “from Jesus Christ, who is 
the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, 
and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him 
that loved us, and washed tis from our sins in his 

own blood” (Rev. 1:5): 

The Minnesota reader does not say what verse was 
quoted from Paul in an attempt to show that “we'are 
not saved by the death of Christ.” It is possible that 
the objector quoted Romans 5:10, which tells us: 
“For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled 
to God by the death of his Son, much more, being 
reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.” The last 
clause of this wonderful statement has been rendered 
literally, “We shall be kept safe in his life.” In other 
words, it was the death of Christ that saved us while, 
because of our sin, we were enemies of God. Having 
saved and reconciled us to God, the risen Christ now 
keeps all believers, moment by moment, safe in his life. 
This is the wonderful truth of the union of the believer 
with Christ. As Paul shows in the sixth chapter of 
Romans and other passages, all believers, having been 
born again by faith in Christ as Saviour, are joined 
to him by the Holy Spirit; his death becomes their 
death ; his life becomes their life. Thus they are “kept 
safe in his life.” But this is possible only after they 
have been saved by his death. “Now if we be dead 
with Christ, we. believe that we shall also live with 
him. . . . Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be 
dead indeed unto sin, but alive ‘unto God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:8, 11). 

Furthermore, there is no Scripture that authorizés 
the statement quoted by the Minnesota reader from 
the objector to the effect that. “it was only the body 
which died on the cross,” and “that Jesus, being God, 
could not die.” While the death of the Son of God 
on-the cross is a-mystery utterly beyond our human 
and finite comprehension, it is plain that the Scripture 
‘records that Christ ‘suffered not only physical death 
but also the agony of spiritual death, or separation 
from the Father. This is understood to be dreadful 
significance of what has been called the orphaned cry 
on the cross: ‘“My God, my God, why hast thou for- 
saken me?” This terrible experience of Christ as 
the sinner’s substitute is given by. prophecy in Psalm 
22,. which begins with the same cry from the cross. 
The question. of agony, asking God “Why hast thou 
forsaken me?” is answered in the third verse of that 
Psalm: “But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the 
praises of Israel.” A holy God cannot look upon sin, 
cannot have any fellowship with it; and Christ the 
Son of God not only “bare our sins in his own body 
on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live 
unto righteousness” (1 Pet. 2:24), but he, who knew 
no sin, was actually “made to be sin for us” (2 Cor. 
5:12). When we remember that “the wages of sin is 
death,” and that this death is not only physical but spir- 
itual, and that Christ paid the wages of our sin by his 
own death, we cannot escape the Scriptural revelation of 
the awful fact.that Christ’s death as our Substitute 
was spiritual as well as physical. 

Readers may be interested in a little book by the 
Editor of the Trmes, Charles G: Trumbull, entitled 
“What Is the Gospel?” which gives more fully the 
teachings of the Scripture as to just what the Gospel 
of salvation is, and why -Christ had to die if sinners 
were to be saved; the book also calls attention to 
many of the subtle and plausible counterfeits of the 
Gospel that are so popular today and that should be 
recognized as deadly. (This book may be ordered 
from the Times Book Service, 1721 Spring Garden 
Street, Philadelphia, at 75 cents, postage 5 cents.) 


=— 
Should Christians Accept ‘“‘ Charity ” ? 


It is written that our needs will be supplied; why 
is it, then, that so many Christians now have to 
accept “charity”? Perhaps this depression has been 
the means God has used to humble his people —a les- 
son hard to learn, but essential for growth—dA Cali- 
fornia reader, 


Paul writes by inspiration to all Christians: “But 
my God shall supply all ‘your need according to his 
riches ‘in glory: by Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19). And 


- Paul is writing, just there, about money gifts of char- 


ity. He tells the Philippians ‘that they alone of the 
Macedonian churches helped him by financial gifts in 
his necessity. He explains that he did not really de- 


‘sire a gift, but he did desires that they might have 


the blessing that comes from giving. Then, express- 
ing his:gratitude for the generous gift they have sent 
him, he writes the wonderful promise just quoted. 

If the apostle Paul was willing to receive “charity,” 
should any Christian today hesitate to follow his ex- 
ample? <A gift sent by one child of God to another is 
often the very way in which God supplies the need. 
And even if the gift or “charity” comes from one who 


-is not a Christian, or from a local board of. relief, 
“surely it is to be received gratefully as from God. Jt 


is true indeed that. the present economic distress or 
depression is being used by God to draw multitudes 
of people closer to himself, and to teach the world 
as well as the church the desperately needed lesson of 


“human helpfulness and man’s need of divine resources. 
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Where images of the Virgin are the real queens of the land 


Visiting Gospel Centers in Spain and Portugal 























By Ralph C. and Edith F. Norton 








S WE neared Spain we remembered some words 
A spoken by a Spanish gentleman in Belgium from 

whom we took a few lessons before starting 
on the adventure of travel in this country. This-man 
was a member of the old Spanish aristocracy, a for- 
mer officer of the army and a Catholic by birth. 
“Whatever you plan to do for Spain,” he said, “should 
be done at once; only do not think that the task will 
be easy. Here in Belgium you have people who have 
reverence for religion, but in Spain it is not generally 
the case. The churches are filled by people who attend 
from habit, and after the service the men line up on 
either side of the entrance to admire the ladies as 
they come out. As for the priests, the less said the 
better. They smoke their long cigarros, occupy the 
chief seats at the bull fights, and carry on flirtations 
in the open with. attractive ladies, as well as all sorts 
of immoral intrigues in private.” 

When we heard this, we could the more readily 
understand why the Spanish people should have so 
little confidence in their “religion.” Another thing 
which could explain the revolt against the ancient 
religion by a people terribly impoverished and op- 
pressed is the extremes to which the cult of the Virgin 
has been carried in the past and the wealth amassed 
in her name and that of the church. An illustration 
of this is given in a recent book of travel, “The Road 
through Spain,” by Dorothy Giles. She writes: 


Jewels and Cloth of Gold 


“And Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe, the mistress 
of all this splendor? The little black figure on the 
revolving throne high above the altar is almost lost 
under the weight of her cloth of gold robes encrusted 
with jewels. Behind the niche, and approached by a 
secret stair, is a circular chamber. Its walls are 
hung with crimson brocades and panels painted with 
scenes from the life of the Virgin. An enormous 
crystal chandelier hangs from the center of the fres- 
coed ceiling, and all about stand beautifully carved 
seventeenth, century armchairs as though waiting for 
chamberlains and: courtiers to attend a levee. This 
is the ‘boudoir’ of the Lady of Guadalupe. Here are 
kept her wardrobe of many gowns worked with gold 
and pearls, her earrings, necklaces, brooches, her 
scepters, and her three crowns, the finest of which 
is placed upon her head, at the féria on September 
eighth, by the Queen of Spain herself. 

“A low door gives access to the niche above the 
altar where the statue stands. We felt a little hesi- 
tancy about coming close, but Brother Tomas swung 
the revolving throne about and motioned us to come 
near. He held up a lighted taper ,to show the tiny 
face framed in* the band of priceless pearls. It is a 
peasant countenance, chubby cheeked and impassive. 
It has. neither the patrician subtilty of the Lady of 
Montserrat, norsthe corazon of the Virgins: Andalusia. 
It is stolid and apathetic—a peasant. wife raised to 
glory. Yet Columbus named one of the Lesser’ Antilles 
in‘ her honor, and queens of Castile have been her tir- 
ing women! 

“They are the real queens of Spain, these sacred 
images, far more puissant than any women of flesh 
and blood; nor are they merely historical relics of 
a dead credulity. Their cult is . . . vigorous. in the 
thought of Spain today.” 

A missionary in Spain has said that he doubts 
if there are more than 5,000 true Protestant believers 
in this land, so difficult has been the work of evan- 
gelizing. 

The ancient city of Valladolid, our® first stop, has 
several claims to interest. Here Christopher’ Colum- 
bus lived the last two years of his life. Here also 


lived the great writer Cervantes, author of “Don 


Quixote.” We saw his house, purchased and restored 
by an American philanthropist. Valladolid is famous 
as being at one time the capital of the great Spanish 
Empire under the two kings Philip II and Philip III. 
Earlier it had been a favorite residence of Ferdinand 
and Isabella. We saw the building in which. Philip 
II was born, and with deep feeling we traversed the 
Via Dolorosa, from the public square where this per- 
secuting king and his train beheld the Awtos-da-Fé 
(the ceremony accompanying the pronouncement of 
judgment by the Inquisition), to the distant spot of 
execution where these martyrs were burned and their 
ashes’ cast into the river, that no relics should remain. 


Valladolid and Seville in the days of the Inquisition - 


were the two chief centers of persecution. We saw 
the site of the house in which the group of befievers 
worshiped until betrayed through treachery and put 
to death. 

The grotesque often is found next door to the 
tragic, and, as we were gazing with deep feeling 


“The boys are leaving their calling cards,” says 
a veteran missionary to his wife, as their home in 
Madrid is pelted with stones by ene of the 
Gospel of Grace. Twenty-five years ago this man 
left the headmastership of a school in England to 
give the Gospel to the needy people of Madrid 
and its suburbs. His doors and windows must be 
protected by bars and wire-netting against ruf- 
fians. This devoted British couple were among 
many Christian workers whom Mr. and Mrs. Nor- 
ton met in Spain and Portugal during their recent 
European survey. This is the fourth article of 
their series, which will continue in an early issue 
of the Times. 











toward the spot where we were told the martyrs were 
put to death, we noticed on the very site a small eat- 
ing stand bearing in large letters the announcement, 
“Exquisito Doughnuts Americano.” 

We did not enter the Cathedral of San Pablo, but 
one feature of the late Gothic facade interested us 
extremely. It was the grouping of the three central 
figures. God the Father at the left, Jesus Christ the 
Son at the right, and in the centers the Virgin Mary 
with the Holy Spirit as a dove descending upon her, 
Here is represented the Trinity as paying tribute to 
the Virgin! 

One hears that the Jesuits are engaging legal aid 
to prove that their fourth vow, that of political 
allegiance to the Pope, is not in conflict with loyalty 
to the Republican Government, for it was on these 
grounds that they have been disbanded. But if Com- 
munism succeeds in gripping these people, not only 
will the ‘Roman Catholic Church not recover her 
ground, but Protestant work as well is. bound to suffer. 
We had a reminder of Communistic presence, in an 
incident that took place outside our hotel, the first 
evening of our stay. About nine o’clock, shots were 
heard and people scattered in every direction. The 
students, stirred up by Communists, were attacking a 
Catholic institution, but. were dispersed without any 
casualties, 

Here at Valladolid we found Mr. and Mrs. F. H. 
Gray, of the Brethren, doing a splendid work. For 
over thirty years they have been: here, meeting with 
scant encouragement during the early time, but these 
last four years meeting with great blessing, especially 
among the children. 


“Your Book” 


It is needless to remark that Mr. Norton’s chief 
preoccupation after reaching Spain had been to set 
about distributing Scriptures in this terra incognita. 
So at every station on the way he found himself the 
center of a gesticulating but friendly crowd as he 
gave out his little books. At Villar Formosa, the 
first town in Portugal as the distribution began, sol- 
diers, functionaries, and travelers crowded around. 
Timid souls were pushed forward by the others to 
receive a book, amid much laughter and chaffing; 
clearly it was an unusual happening. Presently all 
fell to reading,—one old man, probably illiterate, 
presented his book to a soldier who began to read it 
to him. A ‘group of uniformed functionaries desired 
one of each of the different Gospels, and one asked 
Mrs. Norton’ whether these books were according to 
the Romish religion, - Her slender’ stock of Spanish 
was barely adequate to make him understand that 
we are all as to our humanity Hijos de Dios (“sons 
of God’), and that the Bible is: su libro’ (“your book”). 
At that he ‘seemed satisfied. 

At Oporto, Portugal, we were met by the Rev. 
Alfredo “da Silva. His address is ‘Rua Quental -125, 
and he is the superintendent of the Wesleyan Meth- 
odist work in Portugal and pastor of the largest church 
in Oporto. He also finds time to teach a course in 
economics in the university and to direct the day 
schools and the Y. M. C. A. which he has opened. 
We were most interested in these schools which he 
has created; they are three in number, attached to as 
many churches, and the children in attendance num- 
ber 1,000. The teachers are duly qualified and are 
mostly Christians, and he told us with joy that the 
attendance at the Sunday-schools at the different cen- 
ters exceeded that of the day schools. We have been 
amazed both here and in Spain to see the use made of 
day schools to bring children under the influence of 
the Gospel, and are almost tempted to think these 
countries less fanatical than our own Belgium. There, 
the priests have so much power over the people that 
they dare not send ‘the children to our Thursday 
schools or, Sunday-schools. Sometimes we have a 


large preliminary attendance, but the priests and nuns 
soon get in their work, and the children appear no 
more. Poor Belgium, with 3,000 more Jesuit priests 
newly arrived from Spain to take up their abode in 
Louvain as instructors of youth! 

The Methodist work is confined to the north of 
Portugal. We visited in Oporto also a Baptist church, 
the Tabernaculo’ Baptista; and met the intelligent 
Portuguese pastor Mr. A. Mauricio. The Baptists 
have another center of evangelization in the city, but 
their work is comparatively new. Still another church 
doing good work is the Lusitanian Church (Anglican), 
so named from this part of Portugal formerly bear- 
ing the name Lusitania. All these churches are well 
attended and have flourishing Sunday-schools, One 
interesting bit of work done by the Wesleyans is the 
Casa de Oracao (“House of Prayer”), church and 
school and branch of Y. M. C. A., in a rough district 
of Oporto called, Monte Pedral (“Rocky Mountain”). 
This whole plant was given by a Christian Portuguese 
family. Mr. Da Silva told us that about forty per 
cent of their budget was received from the Portu- 
guese themselves, but that their foreign grants had 
diminished greatly, which was a source of grief with 
an opportunity so ripe. When asked what was his 
most urgent prayer request, he said: “It is that these 
Portuguese Christians may be truly Spirit-filled and 
become missionaries and evangelists to their own peo- 
ple.” A request which we of Belgium would gladly 
second for our own people. 


Prayer Circles for Revival 


It was our great pleasure to address two meetings 
during our stay, a general meeting at night and one 
in the afternoon for workers. At this afternoon meet- 
ing one of our objectives was mentioned, that of start- 
ing prayer circles everywhere to pray for revival in 
Europe. At the close the Rev. A. F. Fiondor, Portu- 
guese pastor of the Lusitanian Church, announced 
that he would henceforth consecrate to this purpose 
the monthly prayer meeting of the Oporto Evangelical 
Alliance, of which he is chairman. The night meet- 
ing numbered 300, with a large representation of fine, 
intelligent young men. 

At Lisbon we were met by Mr. Robert Moreton, 
who for thirty-one years has been the British and 
Foreign Bible Society’s representative for Portugal. 
The Society has had almost a century of work in 
Portugal, their first representative being the famous 
George Borrow, who wrote of that hazardous visit 
in his “Bible in Spain.” It.should bring encourage- 
ment to Christians at home, who give to foreign mis- 
sions, to know that as a’ result of evangelizing Portu- 
gal in the past, her converts, going out to South 
America, have formed strong ¢hurches there and are 
now largely supporting the work of the Presbyterian, 
Congregational, and Baptist denominations in Portugal. 

The Presbyterian’ and Congregational Churches both 
have a strong work in Southern Portugal. The largest 
church numeritally, but with the smallest actual at- 
tendance, is the Portuguese Anglican Church. - Prob- 
ably the largest individual church in Lisbon is the 
Presbyterian with membership of 180, of which the 
pastor is the Rev. Eduardo Moreira, who is also 
President of the Portuguese Evangelical Alliance. 
Another group doing splendid work are the Brethren, 
working. in eighteen different centers, and counting 
1,353 children’ in their various Sunday-schools. It was 
a great joy for us to find these different workers in 
Portugal so sound in the faith, Modernism is a word 
abhorrent to’'them. Mr. Moreton told us of an effort 
made by one man coming out from England five years 
before to start a theological course in the north. All 
went well as to co-operation, until several of his state- 
ments disclosed the fact that he was liberal in his 
views. This was enough, and- all support fell away, 
so that he was compelled to close the school and de- 
part. 

A significant Gospel work is being carried on in the 
prisons. of Lisbon and Coimbra. This was begun by 
a Spanish lady fellowshiping with the Brethren, and 
continued by Mr. George Howes, leader of the Breth- 
ren’s work in Lisbon, the Rev. E. Moreira, and others. 
Notable conversions have taken place, and there is now 
quite a body of believers in these prisons, although 
the Roman Catholic chaplain opposes bitterly the 
work. Converts are intimidated, their letters censored, 
and themselves punished. They are also held out offers 
of shortened terms if they recant. One prisoner con- 
verted through reading a Bible was Alves Reis, the 
head of the gigantic Waterlow bank conspiracy. He 
has written a book on his conversion, not sparing 
himself in the writing. Another is a man named 
Palmela Arrebenta, who was the assassin of the first 
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President of the Republic. Now he is soundly con- 
verted and has become a great winner of souls. 

{t might be mentioned that most of the men who 
began the republic were assassinated through political 
hatred; even now, from time to time, counter revolu- 
tions take place, and when they occur the British and 
Foreign Bible Society premises always feel the effect 
because of their prominent situation. We had pointed 
‘out to us their front walls riddled with shot. There 
are, roughly, about 15,000 Protestant adherents in 
Portugal and her dependencies, Madeira, the Azores, 
and Cape Verde, and about 3,200 communicants. We 
were told that many other centers could be opened to the 
Gospel were workers forthcoming. Many places in 
Portugal are appealing for. Gospel workers, but the 
little band to whom the appeal is addressed can do no 
more than they are at present doing. What a chal- 
lenge to Christians at home to pray the Lord of the 
harvest to send out workers among this needy and 
expectant population! 

Our Madrid visit was arranged by Senor Adolfo 
Araujo, who, with two brothers also in Christian 
‘work, represents one of the oldest. evangelical families 
in Spain, Senor Araujo is the British and Foreign 
Bible Society's representative. We would again em- 
phasize the splendid work being done in Spain today 
by the Brethren, and especially commend their spirit 
of fellowship and co-operation with other societies. 

Beside the British and Foreign Bible Society, and 
several independent organizations, the leatling evan- 
gelical groups are the Iglesia Espanola Reformada 
(Episcopal), the Brethren, several independent Bap- 
tist churches, the Iglesias Bautistas, and the Iglesia 
Evangelica Espanola, the, latter a federation of Pres- 
byterians, Congregationalists, Lutherans, and Meth- 
odists. Despite the faithful work of all these agencies 
today there are only from five to ten thousand (vari- 
ously estimated) evangelical believers in the land out 
of a population of 23,000,000. This being the case, 
China and India are more thoroughly evangelized than 
this country and Portugal. 

Senor Carlos Araujo Garcia is the representative 
of the British Religious Tract Society for Spain, and 
he told us of the work of his society. Their average 
annual output before the Republic was 100,000, but 
-this year, with the increased receptivity on the part 
‘of the people, they anticipate a distribution of 400,000. 
Recently they sent a card to 2,000 school teachefs 
‘offering to each an illustrated copy of the four Gospels 
and Acts attractively bound. About 107 responded, 
and one reply read: “Send me as many tracts as you 
can concerning your propaganda, they are sorely 
needed.” Now 10,000 more cards will be sent out to 
other school teachers. What a call to prayer on the 
part of God’s people that these instructors of the 
young might thus be brought under the power of the 
Word of God. All with whom we have spoken are 
united in saying that there is now an opportunity to 
evangelize the Peninsula that should be quickly seized. 
The moment may pass, —that dread specter Commun- 
ism may fasten its grip upon the land, that enemy 
-more cruel and relentless than even Jesuitism. Un- 
-happy Spain if the one departs, only to be replaced 
by the other! The radical press in Spain is con- 
<stantly becoming more antireligious. A new athe- 
istic society “Los Ateos” is being advertised,. and all 
. the latent. antichristian sentiment is coming into the 
open. This constitutes a growing menace as well to 
Protestant effort as to the Catholic Church. 


Special mention should be made of the valuable work . 


of the German Committees (affiliated with the Iglesia 
Evangelica Espanola), with thirteen educational and 
-teligious centers throughout Spain. Three members 
cof the well-known Fliedner family direct its activities 
today, and there are in all thirteen missionaries ac- 
tively working in the field. In Madrid they have a 
theological school with six students, which unfor- 
tunately is not free from Modernist influence. 
Perhaps the experience we prized most in Madrid 
was our visit to the work of Mr. Thomas Rhodes, 
- who, with his valiant helpmeet, carries on a deeply 
spiritual work at two centers, one in Madrid, the other 
at Tetuan de las Victorias, a wholiy disreputable suburb. 


A quarter of a century ago Mr. Rhodes (M.A., Cam- . 


bridge), at the age of forty, headmaster of a school 
for boys in England, decided to spend a year in Spain 
in private tutoring. At the end of that time, having 
acquired the language, and sensing the deep spiritual 
-need of the land, he decided to abandon his career 
of teaching for that of a missionary. For a short 
time he worked in Madrid, then, encountering the de- 
graded populace of this distant suburb, he decided to 
take up his abode among them. It was very difficult 
to find a dwelling place, and the small hovel in which 
he began he still occupies, adding to it year by year as 
funds permitted until today the property is a veritable 
patchwork of ill-matched rooms. We noticed that all 
windows and doors were protected by wire netting 
and bars, and these dear friends told us of determined 
and constantly repeated attacks against them with 
murderous intention. Even now almost nightly stones 
are thrown at their building — “The boys are leaving 
their calling cards,’ Mr. Rhodes says smilingly to 
his wife. 
On Sundays they have a hundred and more persons 
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in the service. On the week night when we were pres- 
ent there were forty or fifty in attendance. We re- 
garded these elderly saints, living in such simplicity in 
their squalid surroundings, with true reverence. How 
great will be their reward in Heaven! 

At Valdepenas we visited the work of the Spanish 
Gospel Mission under the direction of the. Rev.. Percy 
Buffard, a visit which we had anticipated with keen 
interest and in which we were not disappointed. 

With Valdepenas as a center the Spanish Gospel 
Mission has radiated to twenty-five different centers 
where regular Gospel services are conducted and there 
is a staff of nineteen workers, foreign and native. 
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Many other villages are reached also in the course 
of the year, through colportage and occasional meet+ 
ings, perhaps a hundred altogether. In Valdepenas, 
beside the central preaching hall, there is a large 
medical and teaching center conducted by three devoted 
British women, and a Bible school was recently opened. 
The Bible school is supported by the World Christian 
Couriers of America, as is the Director of the school, 
Mr. David Sholin, who, with his wife, was sent here 
sixteen months ago after a fruitful missionary service 
in the Philippines and Argentine. Today there are 
twelve students in the school. 


(To be continued): 














Alabaster Vases and Scarabs of Jacob’s Time 


What the workmen are uncovering at Kirjath-sepher in spite of prostrating heat 





By Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D., p, Azchoclseice! Editor of the Sunday School Tiches, and 


of Pittsburgh-Zenia Theological Seminary 














‘* How thrilling! You mezi live all the time in a fever of expectation,’’ said a visitor at Tell Beit Mirsim. 
But Dr. Kyle writes of burning daytime heat and nighttime dampness and chill that take the edge off: the thrill. 


Ancient house beams, still showing the grain of the wood, bronze tools, gold beads, and 
some of the finds compensating for the hardships of this. summer’s work. at. Kirjath-sepher. 


ptian bottles are 
his is the second 


article of the series, and Dr. Kyle will give Times readers further news in early issues of the Times. 


our pace; trifling affairs get under way quickly, 

important events must acquire momentum. Im- 
portant and careful work of excavation requires three 
weeks to clear away the rubbish, organize the work 
and the workers, and gain momentum. Then for four 
weeks things come and go with a-rush, then one week 
is needed to close up the work and fill in again the 
soil for the farmers’ crops. Now, I say, important 
finds are coming thick and fast. Every day, nearly 
every hour, has its sensation. The great E level, the 
second city from the last in the Middle Bronze Age, 
which was poor in remains in the last season’s work, 
is a very fine city in the section we are now excavat- 
ing. Palaces and slums are here, “Park Avenue 


Ne at the end of three weeks, we have struck 


*and.the Bowery”; as usual the palaces on high ground 


and the hovels in the depths of the “Tyropean Valley” 
of Kirjath-sepher. 

But we must not forget the great house of the 
succeeding city, D level, in which was found the 
Snake goddess in 1928 and also the set of dice in 
1930. It must have been a nobleman’s house in the 
feudal age, the early Patriarchal Period. It was, 


‘ indeed, a great house of many rooms and, like a feudal 


castle, was surrounded by a wall fully three feet thick. 
The E level palaces were not quite so large nor so 
formidable in appearance, but from them have -come 
most beautiful things. The piece of alabaster reported 
last week has now become a whole series of exquisite 
small vases in veined alabaster and of most graceful 
form.: This collection, all from one house, indeed from 
a single room in that house, must have been the pride 
of its owner. From the same house of the Patriarchal 
Period, about 1700 B. C., not far from the date of 
the descent of Jacob into Egypt, is also a remarkable 
collection of pottery. The one beautiful vase of the 
typical Middle Bronze shape reported last week has 
now also become a charming collection of small vases of 
exquisite form and finish. No iady of wealth and culture 
today can exhibit to her admiiing friends a more beau- 
tiful collection; among them some pieces quite unique 
even in Middle Bronze perfection of art. Continually 
the former conception of the Patriarchal Period as 
lacking in culture must be revised upward and still 
upward; the artistic character of these pieces has never 
been surpassed. It is the sublimity of simple beauty 
of form and finish without anything even approaching 
garish decoration, 

Of less artistic beauty, but more utility are these 
two mortars, three feet, eight inches, and twelve inches 
respectively in diameter. We have also the first clear 
indication of the character of the wooden beams in 
the houses from this little heap of charcoal not so 
completely burned but that it shows unmistakably 
the grain of oak wood. Occasionally curious and 
surprising things appear, as along with these things 
of great beauty. appear strainers shaped exactly like 
the candlesticks we knew in our childhood and which 
sometimes are still given one in: the bedrooms of 
European hotels. The saucer shape is the same and 
the round ring for a finger hold, but instead of the 
candlestick rising above, there is a strainer below. 
Unfortunately every one yet found has the strainer 
broken off, but several of the strainers themselves 
have been found. " 

The constant appearance of Hyksos scarabs, both 
genuine and imitation, continues to heap up the already 
overwhelming evidence that the Patriarchal Period and 
Hyksos times were contemporaneous. Most of these 
scarabs are of quite conventional decorations, but two 
are royal scarabs, one of Ra-en-chent whose exact 
place in Egyptian history is not known, though all 
found in this D and E levei belong to about 1700 


B. C., the early patriarchal sojourn in Egypt; but one 
is of transcendant interest; it reads, y’ keb or y’ob, 
(“lord of the two lands giving life forever”). This 
1S most suggestive of the well-known Jacob scarabs, 
but is spelled differently and may possibly not be in- 
tended for the same name, though probably is in its 
favor. Jacob in Hebrew is ‘spelled Yaagob.. In the 
scarabs well known the name is spelled with the strong 
Egyptian vowel letter, “a,” and there is added to- the 
name the Egyptian form of the Hebrew divine name 
El after the fashion of Egyptian royal names which 
added to the personal name also a divine name. In 
this scarab the spelling is different. The “y” is dis- 
tinct, but the vowel letter, “a,” is wanting and no 
divine name is appended, though divine attributes are 
asserted, “giving life.” It seems to be an imitation 
scarab and was probably made by one who did not 
know how to spell Hebrew names in Egyptian hiero- 
glyphs; but of that we cannot be sure; it may be an 
entirely different name. We need always to keep in 
mind that even a poor scribe knew better how to write 
hieroglyphs than most Egyptologists (perhaps all) 
know how to read them! 

Concerning Jacob scarabs much caution is needed. 
It is so easy to slip from the identity of sound to the 
identity of persons. There is no evidence that the 
Jacob of the scarabs was the Jacob of the Bible nar- 
rative. Indeed, it is quite certain that they were not 
the same. Certainly there is no intimation in the Bible 
that Jacob became a Pharaoh of Egypt. ‘The evidence 
of these Jacob scarabs is of a different kind; the name 
is unmistakably a Hebrew name‘and implies that: either 
the Hyksos were Semites among whose royal persons 
a Jacob might be found, or that the Israelites, who 
certainly were in great favor with the Hyksos, may 
have come to such place and importance, as we know 
Joseph did, that some of their number ultimately came 
to the throne. In any case, the finding of this y’ keb 
scarab’ adds another chapter to the consideration of 
the subject. 

Bronzes occur very frequently in this Middle Bronze 
Age, as a matter of. course; iron not at all: Most of 
the bronzes now coming out are not large, but, on the 
other hand, quite’ delicate; ‘this tiny chisel so perfectly 
made—one can. only wonder for what purpose it 
was intended. Bronze needles of this land are usually 
large for coarse leather work, and these are no ex- 
ception. Here, however, is one large ax head’ appar- 
ently for carpentry, to.be set in a wooden handle and 
used as an adz. 

This E level together with the D level preceding 
it is now about cleared; the workmen are today carry- 
ing away all the rubbish to give a clear field for the 
surveyor and the photographer; and then we shall go 
down to the F and G levels and uncover the whole of 
the Abrahamic house of which we found ‘the court 
in_ 1930, and walk again. in Abrahamic surroundings. 

“How thrilling! .You must live all the time in a 
fever of expectation.” Such was the enthusiastic 
exclamation. of a lady who recently visited our work. 
Do we live always in a roseate world? We do not! 
Often only the urge to do our duty under whatever 
difficulties keeps us diligent. There are days when 
nothing comes out, at least nothing but dust. The 
heat of the sun hour after hour drives us all to shelter. 
Sométimes when the sky is clear and the stn bright, 
in fact the day most beautiful, there is a quality in 
the air that threatens to prostrate us all; the workmen 
drag their feet, even the Egyptian foremen, who can 
stand any heat that assails human kind, are languid. 
It was so yesterday and this morning a south wind 
blows, not precisely the “east wind” to which . the 


(Continued on page 450) 
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Little Plum Blossom 


What happened when a Chinese waif was taken into a 
Christian hospital —a story founded on fact 


By Susan E. Hall 














T WAS clinic day at the “Merciful and. Pitiful 
Hospital,” in the Street of the Baby Well. All 
the foreign doctors and nurses, all the Chinese 
doctors and..nurses, all the laboratory boys and order- 
lies, the cook and his helper, the old gatekeeper and 
his little grandson who helped with the tickets were 
hurrying to catch up with the sun. For it was fast 
going down on a long afternoon’s work, and there were 
still many people in the courtyard waiting their. turn. 

Merciful and pitiful indeed ‘was this hospital of 
the foreigners in the crowded Chinese city. And all 
those who worked with the two or three hundred 
sick and hurt people every clinic day, three times 
a week, needed the very mercy of Christ in their 
hearts to keep them going. 

The oldest doctor sighed deeply and leaned a mo- 
ment on the strong shoulder of his young Chinese 
boy assistant, who was almost angrily begging his 
beloved friend to stop now, and rest. 

“No, my boy, not while there is one still waiting. 
You remember, He healed them all. Take this eye 
medicine out for old Mrs, Three-Cities, and give her 
careful directions, — not that she'll follow them, — but 
tenderly, tenderly, son. Our hands are Christ’s hands. 
‘Inasmuch*as ye did it unto one of the least—’” The 
doctor then turned to change a dressing. 

But glancing out of the window he saw some one 
he had not noticed before during the busy afternoon. 
A very respectable and neatly dressed Chinese man, 
quite a gentleman, thought the doctor, and also quite 
healthy looking. He rested on a bench in the shade 
of the compound wall, and observed calmly the scene 
in the court. The throng, which was rapidl thin- 
ning out now, consisted of sick people, on foot,: in 
rickshas, in sedan chairs, in wheelbarrows, or cots, or 
rude stretchers, those who had carried or wheeled 
them to the hospital, and their relatives, friends, and 
neighbors who had come along out of sympathy or 
curiosity. It must have been just such a scene that 
the Great Physician looked upon “at even when the 
sun did set.” 

All were given tickets as they were admitted by 
the old gatekeeper, and they must wait till the num- 
ber on their ticket was called. In the waiting time 
they were invited into the little hospital chapel, where 
Fase one told them the wonderful story of the Lord 
esus. 


“— is ite hospital. We are His servants. It is 
for love of Him we are here to help you. Will 
you take this little Book and read about His great 
love for you?” Patiently, lovingly, they told it. 

And the grave-looking man just outside the chapel 
windows heard it. His bright, black eyes widened a 
little, or narrowed a little, and a faint smile touched 
his silent lips at times as he listened. But he spoke 
to no one, only waited and watched. And the oldest 
doctor wondered, as he glanced again through the dis- 
pensary window, who. might be the patient this dig- 
nified person had brought. Doubtless it would be 
one of the rare pay patients the hospital sometimes 
got; the oldest doctor hoped so, for the hospital was 
desperately in need of money just now. 

At last the man’s number was called. He appeared 
at the door bowing politely. The oldest doctor bowed 
as low, and wished him peace. He did not, however, 
inquire after the man’s family to the third and fourth 
generation, as there was no time; but he evened up 
matters by removing his big spectacles, which was 
the old-fashioned way of being polite in China. And 
then, as the man motioned the bearers to bring his 
patient in, the oldest doctor nearly fell over backward 
into the crock of skin medicine. For on the neat 
cot conducted by this neat gentleman and borne by 
four sturdy coolies appeared a truly horrid sight. 

It took the oldest doctor fully a minute to discover 
that the wretched creature lying at his feet was really 
a little’ girl, Her few rags of clothing were unspeak- 
ably filthy, herghair looked like a pile of mud-caked 
dead grass, her skin was crusted with dreadful sores, 
her eyes closed by them. Besides this, her little skele- 
ton body was marked with festering welts, as if she 
had been beaten. 

“Ah-h!” said the oldest doctor. “Nurse Tang, lai! 
[come]! Ah, see what is here!” His voice trembled. 

“Ah!” said Nurse Tang also, and she shook her 
head, and her eyes filled with tears. “Come!” she 
said briskly to the bearers. “I will see to her, Doc- 
tor.” And as they moved quickly down the hall to 
the wards she called to the two young nurses to fol- 
low. “A warm*bath, Su-lan, a stimulant, Nan-dzun, 
ners to remove this mat. Ah, if we could save 

er! 

Back in the dispensary, as Nurse Tang’s voice died 


away down the hall, the man turned his grave eyes to 
the doctor, 

“You — will take the child?” 

“Certainly. Who is she? Tell me how—” 
the man shook his head, and smiled faintly again. 

“You see, she has no money to pay.” He spread 
his hands with an irresponsible gesture. 

“What difference does that make?” asked the doc- 
tor coldly. “We have never turned anyone away for 
that lack. This is a Jesus-house.” 

“Ah, indeed!” said the man politely. “In a month 
I shall return.” And bowing deep once moré, with- 
out another word he was gone, 

“What do you know about that!” said the young- 
est doctor. But no one knew anything about the nice 
looking. man nor about his piteous charge. Anyone 
could piece out the child’s story. She was evidently 
the slave of some heartless master who, when she 
fell sick and could no longer work, even when beaten, 
had thrown her out into the gutter to die. 
man remained a mystery. 


But 


N A month, according to his promise, he re- 

turned. 

“Ah, ping-an! Ping an [peace to you]!” said the 
oldest doctor. “She lives, by a miracle. She eats. 
Yesterday she laughed! But come and see.” They 
went down the hall to a room full of narrow white 
beds. They stopped beside a happy looking child who 
was absorbed in cutting paper dolls. “This is she. 
But I assure you, sir, it is! . Nurse Tang, Su-lan, 
Nan-dzun, -come and tell the gentleman this is verily 
the child he brought last month.” And finally they 
made the man believe that the little girl with the 
sweet delicate face and the beautiful eyes, the almost- 
clear skin and softly growing hair was indeed the 
left-to-die gutter waif. And the whole hospital looked 
as happy over this miracle of new life as if each one 
had been given a fortune. The man’s grave eyes 
searched their faces with a puzzled wonder. 

“I wish to pay,” he said at last, and drew out a 
small silk pouch, from which he took a gold piece. 
The oldest doctor protested the bill would not be nearly 
so much, the man protested that was no payment at all, 
they both protested at once with many bows. But 
finally the gold coin lay snugly in the oldest doctor’s 
hand and the stranger, with more deep bows, was 
gone, promising in another month to come again. 


“And what do you know about that?” whispered - 


Su-lan in Chinese, to Nan-dzun, who answered with 
a Chinese giggle. 

At the end of a month the man appeared again, 
and asked to see the child. 

“She is playing in the courtyard, with: the Eater- 
of-much-rice [that was the gatekeeper’s grandson]. 
May I conduct the honorable one?” asked Su-lan very 
politely, while her eyes danced. She motioned secretly 
to Nan-dzun in passing, and the two little pupil nurses 
demurely led the way to the wide inner court on which 
the wards opened, and presently stood aside and pointed 
like twin signposts, while their black eyes danced more 
than ever. 


ie THE middle of the court a group of plum trees in 
full blossom sprinkled their tiny white petals over an 
old well. Pigeons flew down from the tiled roofs 
chuckling over the crumbs two children were scat- 
tering in the grass. And when the birds ate from 
their hands or even pecked the crumbs from their lips 
the children laughed the merriest laughter one ever 
heard. 

“Yes, it is indeed she. Come here, Plum Blossom,” 
called the little nurses. And the child ran to them 
chattering, to put a small hand into the hand of each 
of her friends. Seeing the stranger with them she 
bowed shyly, this perfectly-well little girl with the 
joy-lovely face. 

But when Nurse Tang told her the man had come 
to take her away, she buried her face on the motherly 
shoulder and cried very hard. And the young nurses 
all cried, and the Eater-of-much-rice ran away and hid. 
And all in the hospital were as sorry as if each one 
had lost a fortune, though the man left more gold to 
pay for little Plum Blossom’s care. 

“We named her that because she is so sweet, as 
pure and fragrant as the blossoms in our courtyard,” 
explained the little nurses. “But why do you take 
her away? We wish to keep her always.” The quiet 
man answered them all patiently. 

“Tt is an order. I must. But do not fear. You 
shall see her again. Yes, she will be well treated. Do 
not fear. Doh shee, doh shee! [Thank you! Thank 
you!]” said the stranger. “You have done far more 
than you think in saving this little thrown-away one.” 
And he went away in a stylish ricksha. And little 
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Plum Blossom went in another, wearing a new silk 
gwadze and with her hands full of toys. 


OT in the small carved box of camphor wood which 
the youngest doctor had given her for her treasures 
Plum Blossom had something far more precious than 
any toy. It was the Book of Jesus. For the child 
had come to believe in that Merciful and Pitiful One, 
and was learning to read for herself the story of his 
great love. She already knew many a beautiful pas- 
sage by heart, besides the songs and little prayers the 
nurses had taught her, and the lovely hymns they all 
sang together — patients and doctors and nurses and 
servants —at morning prayers in the hospital chapel. 
All this was food and drink for the child heart, open- 
ing like a flower out of the darkness of cruelty into 
the sunshine of God. 

“Don’t forget, little one,” the oldest doctor had said. 
“You will climb the heavenly road, no matter how 
many the stones and thorns?” And, 

“Don’t forget!” called the nurses after her. For 
none of them had the smallest idea of the kind of life 
the child was going into. And Plum Blossom prom- 
ised, and waved her small silken arm bravely till the 
rickshas turned out of the Street of the Baby Well 
and out of sight of all her dear new friends. 

And now, “Taw you-y,” the Moon of the Peach, 
had passed, and with it the passing of the blossoms 
in the hospital courtyard, but no word came of their 
little namesake. And the grain-rains fell, and the 
farmers who came in to the dispensary told how the 
grain was fattening. The graceful willows on the 
canal banks waved over flocks of young ducks swimming 
in the shade of old, old walls. And the “moldy days” 
came, when the plains quivered in the heat, when 
the hospital had almost used up its scant supply of 
winter-stored ice. And the oldest doctor looked white 
and worn in spite of the brave smile he always had 
ready. Patients were plentiful, money not at all. The 
youngest doctor grumbled louder every day about the 
oldest doctor’s vacation; when one hard-working dis- 
pensary day they all had a welcome surprise, 

The oldest doctor summoned as many of his staff 
as could leave their work, and they clustered around 
him in the shade by the well to see and hear the grand 
red paper he held in his hand. 


6¢TT’S an invitation, from our Tai-Tai, the Lady-of- 
the-palace-by-the-Lake. Now, what do you think of 
that? And it’s for the whole staff, — every man-Jack- 
and-Jill, to put on our best bibs and tuckers, and come 
to her humble abode of fourteen courts, and eat an 
insignificant repast of nineteen courses, on this coming 
Thursday, if we can persuade our exalted selves so to 
incline.” This the oldest doctor read and invented 
together, while his fine eyes beamed behind his big 
spectacles. And the next-to-the-oldest doctor read 
more over his shoulder, that rickshas would call for 
thetn at four o’clock. And the youngest doctor puzzled 
out a bit for himself. 

“Desires the glory to descend’— How about that, 
eh? Let’s hustle out our five-year-old bargain-counter 
glory, and descend! My! but that’s a treat I didn’t 
hope for!” And all of them began to plan excitedly, 
for this great event. For the Lady-of-the-Palace was 
very rich and great, and her home by the Lake was 
reputed a fairyland. But she had no. use for: Chris- 
tians, alas! And what had come over her no one 
could imagine. 

But Thursday came at last, and the whole staff 
could be spared. So, dressed’in their best they mounted 
into the rickshas, one for each of them, pulled by blue- 
coated coolies smiling under their broad sun _ hats. 
And away they went, with, their fans and their um- 
brellas, out across the plains two miles to the big lake 
and the palace of “Her Highness,” Ling Tai-Tai. 

An old gatekeeper opened a tall gate in the gray 
wall, and they were inside the promised fairyland. 
Shady trees and blossomy vines rested their burning 
eyes. And when a dignified servant with many bows 
ushered them through a round gate into another and 
another courtyard, they gazed around them with de- 
light at the increasing beauty of these stately gardens. 

Finally they entered a large, cool room, crossed the 
shining floor into another as richly hung with silk 
draperies and furnished with dark carvings and rare 
porcelains, and at last stood on the threshold of the 
largest and richest room-of all, at the far end of which 
was a small platform. Seated on this in a huge chair 
like a throne was a tiny woman. This was their 
hostess, Ling Tai-Tai, who came at once to meet 
them, hobbling on her tiny bound feet and supported 
by a servant woman. But, shy of these first-met for- 
eigners as she was in spite of her magnificence, the 
great lady found herself at once at ease with these 
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sincere folks who spoke her language so well and 
knew Chinese manners besides. There followed a 
delightful experience for the Americans, and the 
threatened nineteen courses were only fifteen, and the 
food exceedingly good. 

They had returned from the banqueting room to 
what the youngest doctor called the Throne room, 
when the great lady paused in her talk and took from 
the table beside her a familiar-looking book. It was 
a Chinese Bible. 

“Will you not sit here, honorable Doctor, and read 
to me from the Book of Jesus?” She opened to a 
marked passage, and the oldest doctor read about the 
Merciful Christ, who at even when the sun did set 
healed the sick. His hostess nodded her head with 
eager emphasis. And in her quiet cultivated voice she 
told them a wonderful tale. 

“It was in the Lah-you-y,—the Moon of the Win- 
ter Sacrifices, that I made up my mind to expose an 
old lie. Many and many a time had I heard, honor- 
able Doctor, of the Merciful and Pitiful Hospital in 
the Street of the Baby Well. They said that no one 
was ever refused there, the poorest and the richest 
received the same care. They said it was said that a 


- God-Man who loved all men was owner of the place, 


and money was naught to him if mercy could be shown. 
I said, ‘It is a lie. There is no person uninfluenced by 
money. Money will buy all things.’ And I deter- 
mined to put it to the test and end these tales. I could 
not believe in a loving God, my sacrifices were all 
to appease the anger of my gods. And so I called 
my chief steward and said to him, ‘Go. Search the 
alleys and the gutters of the slums of the city till you 
find the most wretched human creature there. Take 
this unwanted thing to the hospital, in the Street of 
the Baby Well.’ 

“He went and returned,” Madam Ling continued 
softly. “He told me all that came to pass. You 
know that part. My part, however, was doubt and 
bewilderment and searching of heart, and the bitter- 
ness of yielding old prejudices. Nor did I yield yet. 
My steward went again, and again returned. He told 
me how you lacked money, yet did not grasp after it. 


He told me the place truly was well named, and after 


Whom it was named. 

“A third time my steward went, and this time re- 
turned with the child. That little thrown-away one, 
so sweet and pure, so laughing-happy, entered my 
heart. I said, ‘I will make her my servant.’ But 
your God meant her for more. You gave her a Book; 
ou taught her of the Merciful One. He put words 
into her mouth; He gave her to me. She is now my 
adopted daughter, and this is her Book of Jesus.” She 
clapped her hands softly, and called, 

“Little Plum Blossom, Jai!” And in from the sunny 
court ran a laughing child, with beautiful eyes full of 
love, and arms stretched out to her friends.. She stop- 
ped to make a mannerly bow to each one before she 
ran first to*the oldest doctor. With her little silken 
arms about his neck she whispered: 

“I am climbing the heavenly road, and my honorable 
mother withtme. And Amah, too, and the gatekeeper, 
and almast the steward —” 

But the steward stood in the door, smiling now with 
his deep bows. And in his hand was the silk pouch 
from his belt, full to choking with gold. t 

“You are in need of money?” asked the Tai-Tai 
gently. “You shall have all you require, in the name 
of the Merciful and Pitiful One.” 

And the oldest doctor finished softly, “Whose we 
are} and whom we serve.” 


Wiminecrton, N. C. 
we 


Vases and Scarabs of Jacob’s Time 
(Concluded from page 448) 


Bible gives such a bad name, but it is at least a near 
relative of it, and probably explains our languor of 
yesterday. Then sometimes mosquitoes disturb our 
sleep, and a heavy dew drifts into the tent to dampen 
the bedding and chill our feet before morning. As a 
result of all these harassing trifles hardly a day goes 
by that some one’s appetite does not need to be pam- 
red, and today the old Khawadjie is going up to 
erusalem to keep out of the sun until his appetite 
returns, 
_Is all this to the debit side of our account? Not 
at all; without these experiences we should not know 
the land of the Book, and only when we know it, do 
we know the Book. Not one of us would exchange 
his place and his opportunity for the softest berth in 
the homeland. Besides, the evenings are delightful 
beyond what any summer resort in the homeland can 
supply, and we have always the consciousness that 
we are in the front-line trenches of the battle of 
religions. The day of mere opiriions has gone by; 
the facts are demanded, and we are daily digging 
them up. 

Now again to the record of those facts. For some 
time we have been clearing up the E level, the Patri- 
archal Period of about r7eo B. C., and now begin to 
go down to that level in which we found the Abra- 
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hamic house in 1930. A man who had a family quar- 
rel in which he tried to embroil us had left the work, 
but after some days returned, and the first day of his 
work he turned over a couple of beads for which he 
was given a half piaster backsheesh. When Dr. Kelso. 
had. brought them in and cleaned them of the dust 
clinging to them he found them beautiful, ribbed, gold 
beads. In all our work we have never before found 
any trace of gold except a®* few tiny pieces of gold 
leaf. Indeed, we are not anxious to find gold, as it 
is likely to make the workmen avaricious and tempt 
them to dishonesty. But we try to reward them for 
faithfulness, so that Dr. Kelso went back to the Teil 
and gave the man five piasters bonus for each bead. 
Thus his first day on the work again netted him in 
backsheesh more than his day’s wages, The wisdom 
of this method has been questioned, even combated 
by some, but the workmen seem to have in a sense a 
claim; to them it seems that -these things belong to 
the neighborhood and that they should have some share 
in the finds. At least, it seems fair to give them a 
share and, if the method is not abused, it works well. 
Trifling as two beads seem, they are an indication of 
the refinements of life of the Age to which they be- 
long, one more touch to the picture of patriarchal cul- 
ture. When associated, as they are here, with ivory 
inlay from furniture, they indicate much for the beauty 
of these homes which from the size of them were 
truly palatial. 

Another touch of refinement is of a slightly differ- 
ent character: a badly burned piece of Egyptian 
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faience in the form of a small pilgrim bottle. These 
flasks, really small canteens, were introduced about 
the beginning of the Late Bronze Age. This was a 
time of the great popularity of imported things, im- 
ported usually from Cyprus and the Greek islands. 
Nearly all the pottery of that Age was either imported 
or an imitation of imported ware. Occasionally a 
piece of Egyptian faience appears, and this piece was 
such. It is an unsightly object in its burned condi- 
tion, but sufficient traces of the beauty of it remained 
so that our architect, Mr. Detweiler, was able to re- 
construct the whole pattern. It was most artistic, and, 
when in the resplendent colors of the faience, must have 
been an object of great beauty. Another touch of 
the artistic is seen in two pieces of ivory inlay of 
furniture on which are drawn, with much life and 
vigor, two gazelles. 

Now I must go up to the Tell and take a motion 
picture of the progress of the work as we go down 
to examine that Abrahamic house uncovered in part 
in 1930. It belongéd to the feudal age of which we 
have this year been seeing much in the palaces and 
walled castles of the feudal barons of that Hyksos 
age in this land. The great mytery in both Egypt and 
Palestine is the Hyksos mystery. The regular strati- 
fication of this mound at Tell Beit Mirsim gives hope 
that at some time in the course of our excavations 
here that mystery may be cleared up. Or perhaps 
any day some inscription may be found which will 
throw light upon the history of that Sphinx-like people. 

Tett Beir Mrrsm™, PALESTINE, 
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Bringing the teachers of several churches together 


soy 


By a Sunday-school Worker 














{* IS a fallacy to suppose that one cannot effectively 
teach the Word of God whose academic training 
has fallen short of the graduate school, The experi- 
ence of the most of us denies that proposition. Memo- 
ries of good days at the feet of some godly saint 
who loved the Word and lived and walked with God 
tell us in no uncertain terms that a good Bible school 
teacher may work gloriously in soul building who has 
never seen a divinity school or taken a degree in re- 
ligious education. 

Yet it is a fact that there has been great neglect 
in helping these willing workers to grow in their 
work, Not enough is being done to keep up their 
spiritual and mental morale and encourage them to 
make the best possible approach to the actual task of 
teaching week after week, ‘ 

There is a movement in southeastern Ohio which 
seems to have proved its worth. It is not new. Other 
local communities have tried it at other times and 
some are known to be following it in some form now. 
Most large cities have something akin to the plan, but 
it has never been as general as it might well be. 

Six years ago Ralph Scott, then assistant secretary 
of the Y. M. C. A. at Zanesville, Ohio, was working 
on some plans whereby the association might actually 
serve the spiritual life of the community. He con- 
cluded one of the chief opportunities was to be found 
among the teachers in’ the Bible schools. He went 
over to New Concord sixteen miles away and inter- 
viewed Dr. H. A. Kelsey, of the chair of Bible in 
Muskingum College, who before coming to the college 
had had many years of experience as pastor and young 
people’s worker. Mr. Scott’s idea was a definite one. 
He proposed to’ call a meeting of the Bible school 
teachers of all of the churches of the community at 
the “Y” and there ask them to determine upon a time 
when they could come together under the leadership 
of Dr. Kelsey for a weekly study of the International 
Lesson, with the distinct idea of preparing to. teach it. 

At the first meeting between twenty-five and thirty 
people appeared. It was decided that the class would 
meet on Saturday evenings from six thirty to seven 
thirty. This hour was sufficiently early to allow 
business people to secure their evening meal at the 
cafeteria and attend the class, before returning to the 
business houses which are open on Saturday evenings, 
and also to allow those from outlying districts’ to 
attend and then do their shopping and return home 
in good time. 

On the second evening the numbers grew to nearly 
fifty, and in a very few weeks there were one hun- 
dred in attendance, and through the years that have 
followed the attendance has averaged almost that num- 
ber, with a score of churches represented. Only a very 
few interruptions have been allowed, and it has been 
a very rare occurrence when the class has opened as 
much as two minutes late. Regularity has marked 
all of its life. : 

The following year the Women’s Council of Mis- 
sions in the .city of Cambridge, eight miles east of 
New Concord, opened a similar class on Friday eve- 
nings, which flourished for two years or more and 
then because of intervening circumstances, beyond -the 


control of its sponsors, was discontinued. Frequently 
some discussion about reorganizing it comes up and 
many of the Bible school teachers there keep express- 
ing their desire that it should. 

The membership of these classes is never limited to 
the local community. It is not uncommon to have peo- 
ple from villages fifteen and twenty miles distant. 
S. J. Irwin, teacher of a men’s class in one of the 
churches: of Coshocton, thirty-two miles away, attended 
the Zanesville class for several months. The desire 
for such a plan in his own city grew in his heart until 
he called a group of interested laymen about him and 
proposed that they undertake the «same plan there. 
There was a most gratifying response, and on a Fri- 
day evening a couple of weeks later, after one of these 
men had visited every school in the county. with a 
definite announcement of the idea, the Coshocton class 
was. opened in the Y. W. C. A. with an attendance 
of two hundred and forty-two. It has met each week 
since with more than three hundred persons present. 
Of course, not all of them are teachers in the Bible 
school, but the teachers are there in great numbers 
and their eagerness to study the lesson is an inspira- 
tion. 

The organization of these classes is very simple. In 
fact there is none. All that is necessary is that some 
few interested hearts are behind the effort and loyally 
sponsor it in the community. The movement is not 
another load upon the ministers. They are welcome, 
and many of them attend, but neither they nor the 
overburdened superintendents are expected to provide 
inspiration,.or in any other way keep the class alive. 
It is a teachers’ class and while others are there, it 
remains a teachers’ program. 

Expenses are kept.at a minimum. There is an of- 
fering taken each evening without any emphasis upon 
financial needs, and the teacher receives a small stated 
sum to take care of his gasoline bills anda bit. of 
wear and tear. But this is one of the necessary items 
which receives the minimums of attention. 

The real aim» of the effort is to help young or in- 
experienced teachers to secure a clearly developed les- 
son plan and to cultivate ansinterest in their work; to 
awaken the listless teacher to the tremendous respon- 
sibilities of this work; to emphasize the necessity for 
real study of the Word, before attempting to teach it; 
to help unify and cement the spiritual program of 
the community, and to arouse a genuine evangelistic 
spirit in the Bible classes. The one method by which 
all of this is. attempted is just to teach the Word of 
God. Very little time is spent in discussing technique 
or methods of Bible school organization. All that is 
good of course, but this is an effort to help Bible 
school teachers actually to teach the Bible and there 
is close adherence to that single purpose. 

The movement in these Ohio counties is now out 
of its experimental stage. It should be of equal in- 
terest and worth in; any other community. Given a 
room suitable, preferably some other than a church, 
and a teacher who enjoys the service and throws him- 
self into it, and then a ‘genuine appreciation of the 
responsibility of Bible teaching in the church school, 
the movement is on. 
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International Uniform Lesson.—Numbers 10 : 11-36 
Golden Text.—Come thou with us, and we will do thee good.—Num. 10: 296 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee for printing in 
the lesson helps is vs. 11-13, 29-36 


KinG JAMES VERSION 


11 And it came to pass on the twen- 
tieth day of the second month, in the 
second year, that the cloud was taken 
up from off the tabernacle of the testi- 
mony. 


12 And the children of Israel took their 
journeys out of the wilderness of Sinai; 
and the cloud rested in the wilderness 
of Paran. 

13 And they first took their journey 
according to the commandment of the 
Lorp by the hand of Moses. 


29 And Moses said unto Hobab, the 
son of Raguel the Midianite, Moses’ 
father in law,, We are journeying unto 
the place of which the Lorp said, I will 
give it you: come thou with us, and we 
will do thee good: for the Lorp hath 
spoken ygood concerning Israel. 

30 And he said unto him, I will not 
go; but I will depart to mine own land, 
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tz And it came to pass in the second 
year, in the second month, on the twen- 
tieth day of the month, that the cloud 
was taken up from over the tabernacle of 
the testimony. 12 And the children of 
Israel set forward according to their 
journeys out of the wilderness of Sinai; 
and the cloud abode in the wilderness of 
Paran. 13 And they first took their jour- 
ney according to the commandment of 
Jehovah by Moses. 


z9 And Moses Said unto Hobab, the 
son of Reuel the Midianite, Moses’ 
father-in-law, We are journeying unto 
the place of which Jehovah said, I will 
give it you: come thou with us, and we 
will do thee good; for Jehovah hath 
spoken good concerning Israel. 30 And 
he said unto him, I will not go; but I 
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31 And he said, Leave us not, I pray 
thee; forasmuch as thou knowest how 
we are to encamp in the wilderness, and 
thou mayest be to us instead of eyes. 

32 And it shall be, if thou go with us, 
yea, it shall be, that what goodness the 
Lorp shall do unto us, the same will we 
do unto thee. 

33 And they departed from the mount 
of the Lorp three days’ journey: and the 
ark of the covenant of the Lorp went 
before them in the three days’ journey, 
to search out a resting place for them. 

34 And the cloud of the-Lorp was upon 
them by day, when they went out of the 
camp. 

35 And it came to pass, when the ark 
set forward, that Moses said, Rise up, 
Lorp, and let thine enemies be scattered; 
= let them that hate thee flee before 
thee. 

36 And when it rested, he said, Return, 
O Lorp, unto the many thousands of 
Israel. 
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kindred. 31 And he said, Leave us not, 
I pray thee; forasmuch as thou knowest 
how we are to encamp in the wilderness, 
and thou shalt be to us instead of eyes. 
32 And it shall be, if thou go with us, 
yea, it shall be, that what good soever 
Jehovah shall do unto us, the same will 
we do unto thee. 

33 And they set forward from the 
mount of Jehovah three days’ journey; 
and the ark of the covenant of Jehovah 
went before them three days’ journey, to 
seek out a resting-place for them, 34 And 
the cloud of Jehovah was over them by 
day; -when they -set .forward from the 
camp. 

35 And it came to pass, when the ark 
set forward, that Moses said, Rise up, O 
Jehovah, and let thine enemies be scat- 
tered; and let them that hate thee flee 
before thee. 36 And when it rested, he 
said, Return, O Jehovah, unto the ten 
thousands of the thousands of Israel. 


and to my kindred. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


journeys. Israel started with the journey of 

Abram from Ur. to Canaan; then came Joseph’s 
journey to Egypt, preparing the way for Jacob and 
his family; there followed the long sojourn, till their 
land of refuge became the land of bondage; God by 
.a- great deliverance led them forth to Sinai, where 
' the covenant was. made and the Tabernacle constructed. 
Fifty days after the Tabernacle was reared and filled 
- with the presence of God, the long awaited command 
was given to go forward to Canaan. No such cara- 
van ever set forth. A nation had become the sanc- 
tuary or dwelling place of the living God (Psa. 114: 
2, 7). He was their King in the midst, their Guide 
and their Defender: The whole life of a Christian is 
a journey to the Promised Land. Directions for our 
~ journey miay- be found in the study of this “first” 
journeying of the Israel, of God. 


The Historical Setting 


Israel left Egypt. on the fifteenth day of the: first 
month, and arrived at Sinai just two. months later 
(Exod: 12: 41;:- 19:1). . Their encampment at Sinai 


A‘ Scripture may be. viewed as a record of great . 


lasted eleven months and five days, and they ‘set forth 


~ on the ' momentous _journey thirteen months and five 
days after leaving Egypt. The. year may be put at 
1490 B. C. 


. Verse by Verse 

Numbers 10: 11.—Twentieth .day of the second 
month, in the second year. Mark how accurately 
Moses keeps a record of these important dates, start- 
ing all from the “first” month and “first” year, when 
their redemption. from Egypt made ‘the beginning of 
a new life and a new calendar. See Historical Set- 
ting. The cloud was taken up. On the day the Taber- 
nacle was set up the pillar of cloud that had accom- 
panied them from Egypt covered the Tabernacle, and 
‘the marvelous plan for divine guidance was imnsti- 
tuted; nine. verses describe it (Num. 9: 15-23). The 
: tabernacle of. the testimony. This word for “taber- 
nacle”-means dwelling place, and “the testimony” refers 
to the tables of stone, the basis of the covenant: between 
God and his people with whom he was dwelling. 

Verse 12—The wilderness of Paran. To the north 
of Sinai, and reaching to the south of Palestine as 
far as Kadesh (Num. 13:26); its exact extent can- 
not be fixed. 

Verse 29.—Hobab, the son of Raguel the Midianite, 
Moses’ father tn law. Raguel, more accurately Reuel 
(meaning “friend of God”), was the father in law of 
Moses (Exod. 2:18), called Jethro (meaning “his 
excellence”), probably as a title ~ (Exod. 18: 1-7). 
Hobab was his son, and apparently he had continued 
with Israel at Sinai. 

Verse 30.—I will not go; but I will depart to mine 
own land, and to my kindred. This was a choice after 
the flesh. Compare with Ruth 1: 16. 


Verse 31.—Leave us not. Hobab was evidently an 


ne erent 


will depart to mine own land, and to my 


. us instead of eyes. 
_ to what Hobab may be to them—a call to service! 
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unusual man, to call forth this persistence in Moses’ 
invitation, but doubtless the eternal good of Hobab 
was uppermost in Moses’ mind. Thou mayest be to 
What a stroke this was to appeal 


Verse 32—What goodness the Lord shall do unto 
us, the same will we do unto thee. The main plea 
is still the goodness of the Lord, which included eter- 
nal redemption. There is little doubt that this second 
appeal won Hobab, and he became identified with 
Israel. Heber the husband of Jael, was one of his 
descendants (Judg. 4: 11, where “father in law” should 
read “brother in law,” as in the Revised Version). 

Verse 33.—Three days’ journey. Not more than 
ten or twelve miles would be covered in a day. The 
ark of the covenant. The English work “ark” is from 
a Latin word meaning “to enclose.” The Hebrew 
word, from a root meaning to gather, occurs 192 times, 
and is used only of this ark of the covenant; a dif- 
ferent word is used for Noah’s ark and for the ark of 
bulrushes. Went before them. This may mean going 
in the van as when they crossed the Jordan (Josh. 
3:3, 4), or “going before” in the sense of leading 
the people. To search out a resting place. The cloud 
evidently rested on the ark, and both symbolized the 
presence of Jehovah. 

Verse 35.—Rise up, Lord, and let thine enemies be 
scattered. Israel’s enemies were God’s enemies. “Rise 
up” is the figure of anthropomorphism, speaking of 
God in human terms. 

Verse 36.—Return, O Lord. The day began and 
ended with God; all their activity was sacred, and 
under God’s direction. 


The Heart of the Lesson 
Israel’s journey was written for our admonition (1 
o 





“Come With Us” 
By Amos R. Wells 


E ARE on our way to the Promised Land. 

Weare on our way to the Canaan of good. We 
are strengthened aye by the Lord’s own hand. We 
are fostered aye by his Fatherhood. Through the 
desert sands we will make our way, through the 
terrible wilderness great and wide. With the fire 
by night and the cloud by day the wondrous Leader 
shall be our guide. ‘Though faint and weary, we 
plod along. Though doubts and dangers our course 
assail, we lift our banners and sing a song, and 
know that our Leader must prevail. We are on 
our way to the Promised Land where the milk and 
honey forever flow; and to all whom we meet we 
reach our hand, and bid them join us as we go. 
** Come with us,”” we cry; ** We will do thee good. 
Come with us,”’ we cry, ‘‘and be our aid. You 
will need your courage and hardihood, but the Lord 
is with us! be not afraid.*” So the Hobabs answer 
our brotherly call, and brotherly join our pilgrim 
band, and all for each one and each for all, we 
make our way to the Promised Land. 
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Cor. 10:11). We also have heard the word of com- 
mand and are journeying toward the Promised Land. 
But God does not wait till we get to the Land before 
we enjoy his Presence. God was with them to bless, 
to guide, to do them good as the God of all goodness 
alone can do (Jer. 29:11). All things are. working 
together for good to these called ones of God (Rom. 
8:28). He who spared not his Son, will not with- 
hold anything else (Rom, 8:32). He has given us 
the Holy Spirit, the earnest of our future inheritance 
(Eph. 1:14). This journey is “the path of life,” and 
in his presence is fullness of joy and pleasures forever- 
more (Psa. 16:11). In the record of this first march 
toward Canaan, the Spirit has recorded: the call of 
Moses to Hobab to go with them that he might share 
in this eternal. good. God called Abram to -receive 
a blessing and to be ‘a blessing... If we are on the 
journey of God, we may confidently invite others, not 
to worldly gain, but to eternal gain, which. has not 
only promise of the life to come but the life that now is. 


A Lesson Outline 

1. A God-directed journey: the divine plan to march 
to the Promised Land (10: 11-13). 

2. A God-ordered journey: the divine plan in the 
systematic, orderly march (10::14-28). 

3. A God-blessed journey: divine blessings to be 
shared with others (10: 29-32). ; 

4. A God-guided journey: the divine presence in the 
ark and in the cloud (10: 33, 34). 

5. A God-protected journey: the divine power to 
Tr enemies and to watch over their rest (10: 
35, 36). 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Guidance... Note the certainty of guidance, in great 
and small decisions. He will be our guide even unto 
death (Psa. 48:14; also note Psa. 25:9; 31:3; 32: 
8; 73: 24).--Note the condition. of. guidance, surren- 
der to his will, just as Hobab must make the decision 
to go.on the journey (Rom..12:1, 2). Some of the 
ways in which he. makes known his will are: through 
his written Word, the foundation of all; through 
prayer; the counsel of friends; circumstances; and 
through his direct word to us. Other voices speak to 
us and we need to distinguish the voice of the Spirit. 
When a decision.on any question of guidance is made, 
if it should not be his will, God will hinder the ac- 
complishment..by circumstances. If the matter is not 
hindered, we should accept it as the will of God, not 
questioning past guidance, provided we were surren- 
dered and desired only his will. 

The Ark of the Covenant. Study its structure 
(Exod. 25: 10-22; 37: 1-9), its contents and its pur- 
pose (Exod. 25:21, 22; Num. 17:10; Heb. 9:4); 
its relation to the Tabernacle (Exod. 26:34); its 
care (Num. 3: 20-31; 4: 4-15; Josh. 3:3; 6:6); its 
history (Num. 10: 33; Josh. 4: 9-11; 6: 1-20; 1 Sam. 
3:33 4: 1-22; §:1 to 6:11; 6: 12-20; 7:1, 2; 2 Sam. 
6: 1-11; 6:12-23; 1 Kings 8:1-9); the ark disap- 
peared when Jerusalem was destroyed by Nebuchad- 
nezzar. 

As a type of Christ the ark is rich in spir- 
itual teaching; he is the one who perfectly kept the 
law; he is our God who meets with us between the 
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cherubim; he is the shekinah glory of. the triune God; 
he is the mercy seat, and the blood points forward 
to his blood shed for sin, making it possible for us 
to come into the most holy place. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Are we journeying toward the Promised Land? 
God has spoken good only to those who are on the 
journey. Christ is in the midst~ of his people. Let 
us make sure we have taken him, for every other 
pathway leads to present loss and eternal death. 

The complete surrender and the supernatural victory. 
As sojourners and pilgrims we are to “abstain from 
fleshly lusts” (1 Pet. 2:11). We are to make the 
choice that Hobab made, leaving his all to follow 
the pathway of God, then we are to go forward in 
obedience. There will result the divine guidance in 
every detail of life, and the supernatural power to 
scatter all our spiritual enemies. 

Do we acknowledge God in all our ways? Moses 
began and ended the day with God. When we rise 
up to work and when we rest God should~be at the 
center. All so-called secular work, for the Christian, 
is done in the name of the Lord, and for him. Read 
ay carry out Colossians 3:17, 24 and Proverbs 3: 
5, 

Are we inviting Hobab to join us? If God has 
spoken good concerning us, and we are on the way of 
eternal: life, our great business should be to see that 
others are led to join that same road, being assured 
that on any other road they are lost. 

The Promised Land is for all nations. Abraham 
was called to be a blessing to all nations of the earth. 
The question of the Indian chief that L. L. Legters 
tells about is the accusing question that will face many 
Christians from -millions of lost men and women: 
“White man, how long you know this Jesus road?” 
Then the other fatal word, “White man, you waited 
too long, my heart is like stone.” 

Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 

God’s guidance does not exclude human activity nor 
common sense, but increases it and directs it aright. 

The center of all true guidance is the Guide: guid- 
ance is very personal. 

McConkey has a most striking leaflet entitled “The 
Highway of Guidance”: have we made the great choice 
that puts us on that main Highway? 

Have you spoken to that Hobab whose gifts will 
mean much to Christ’s church, and who needs that 
good thing God has given you —eternal life? 

_ There is no lost time in the pathway of God's lead- 
ing. 

Let us rise up with God, go forth with God, close 
the day with God: triumph over all enemies will be the 
result. 

God’s presence sanctifies every common task of work, 
and makes glorious every time of rest. © 

Israel knew nothing of the pathway ahead, in order 
that there might be absolute dependence on their Sav- 
iour and Keeper. 

Moses invited Hobab not to worldly gain but to an 
unseen prize, to the eternal realities of the spiritual 
world. 

Many people are “coming with us,” whether we ask 
them or not: are we doing them good? 

God’s blessings stagnate if they are not passed on, 
but they multiply the more they are freely given away 
to others. 

Cotumara, S. C. 

we 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





| MaTERIAL: An American flag and a Bible. 








AN you imagine three million Israelites from the’ 


land of Egypt, journeying through the wilder- 
ness to Canaan, camping by the way? What a pro- 
cession | 
What do you children see at the head of most pro- 
cessions? No, not the band,—something else. The 


ag. 

But this procession had something different. A 
pillar of cloud, by day, and it became a pillar of fire 
at night, so they could see it all the time. This pillar 
was the very glory of God. It led them in the way 
they should go, stopped when God wanted them to 
stop, and rose and moved on again when it was time 
to go. You are saying that was wonderful. It would 
be easy to do God’s will if you had a guide like that. 
Well, you have. 

Here is God’s Word, the Bible. 
to our pathway. 
for us. 


It is God’s light 
And he has done even greater things 
If we accept Jesus Christ as our Saviour, we 


have his very life living through us, and the Holy 
Spirit comes to live in our bodies, and teach us, and 
guide us every moment, if we will let him. 
more wonderful than the Pillar? 


Mooesto, CAL. 


Isn’t that 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete: list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, - 
at 10 cents a copy, or $i a dozen. 


11. September 11.—Israel Journeying toward Canaan. 
Numbers 10 : 11-36 
12. September 18.—The Reports of the Spies. 
Numbers 13:1 to 14: 45 
13. Septémber 25.—Review: Moses Honored in His Death. 
n Devteronomy 32 : 48-$2; 34: 5-8 


Fourth Quarter 
Christian’s Devotional Life. 
119 : 9-16; Daniel 6: 10; 
Matthew 6: 5-15; 2 Timothy 3: 14-17 
2. October 9.—The Christian in the Family. 
Genesis 50 : 17-21; Luke a: 40-52; 10 : 38-42 
3. October 16.—The Home and the Coming Generation. 
Genesis 18: 17-19; Deuteronomy 6: 4-9; 1 Samuel 
1 : 24-28; Mark 10 : 13-16; 2 Timothy 1 : 3-6 
4. October 23.—Problems of the Modern Home. 
Joshua 24:14, 15; Mark 10: 2-12; Ephesians 6: 
5. October 30.—The Christian and Law Observance. 
(World’s Temperance Sunday) ....Proverbs 23: 
29-35; Romans 13:1-7; 1 Corinthians 9 : 19-27; 
Galatians 6:1-10; 1 Peter 2: 11-17. 
6. November 6.—The Christian and World Peace. 
Psalms 22:27, 28; 67:1-7; 72:8-19; Isaiah 2: 
1-4; Matthew 28: 16-20; Ephesians 2: 


2.—The 
1: 1-6; 


1. October 
Psalms 


1-9 


13-19 








The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


How to Get ’Em.—Moses said unto Hobab,... 
Come thou with us, and we will do thee good.... 
And he said ...I will not go (Num. 10: 29, 30). 
When I was green, a very green green, in the Sun- 
day-school game — for it is a game, and a dandy one, 
in fact, the game of all games for real fun and great 
prizes, —I had on my cards of invitation in nice black, 
bold face caps this quotation from Numbers 10: 29: 
“CoME THOU WITH US, AND WE WILL DO THEE GOOD.” 
Sitting here and thinking back I cannot remember 
an outstanding man that was enticed into the Sunday- 
school or into the Iron Rose Bible Class that we 
might “do him good.” The man outside of the Sun- 
day-school and Bible Class does not want folks to 
“do him good.” He doesn’t want to be patronized if 
he has any spunk. You likely have noticed after a 
fine stirring and appealing address by a gifted speaker, 
when he has asked those who wished to be prayed 
for to hold up their hands, not a single hand of an 
outstanding fellow citizen is among those that go up. 
Not that any man does not like to be prayed for, but 
real men do not like to be coddled. If you know a 
better word use it, for coddled doesn’t exactly fit, but 
it is the nearest I have in my bag. But when I go 
to some “rough neck” sort of fellow and say, “Buddy, 
do you know you could be a lot of help to me in this 
Bible Class game—as a bell-wether, as you are a 
leader in your gang,” Reddy has usually turned up, 
and more than one of him has come into the church 
up the Iron Rose way. I have gotten more than one 
such “bird” by asking him “to come help with the 
singing,” while my brother Dr. Ridgway, the Super- 
intendent of the Sunday-school, landed a whole bunch 
of such fellows in the church by inviting them into 
the Sunday-school orchestra. You are listening to an 
old hard at the game—since 1889, uninterruptedly, 
morning and afternoon. By the way, was not this 
Jesus’ method? “I will make you to become fishers 
of men.” That brought them. (Mark 1:17, 18.) 


“The Eyes Got It!”—Leave us not... and thou 
mayest be. to us instead of eyes (v. 31). And Hobab 
went. How do we know? Tarn to Judges 4:11 and 
you will find the H@babbers were along. Yes, indeed, 
when it came to the use of his woodcraft skill “Ole 
Kit Carson” threw his trusty rifle over his shoulder 
and moved up to the head of the line—or whatever 
this early scout carried to shcot with. A trusty bow 
and quiver, with a sling fer a pistol, like as not. 
Mebbe Professor Kyle can tell us. His life at the 
back side of the desert probably made Hobab as 
skilled with the arms and ammunition of that day as 
David was in a later day (1 Sam. 17: 34-37, 40). In 
front of the Wanamaker store in Philadelphia is 
a big bronze statue of Lafayette. Over the hill 
yonder in Valley Forge Park is the bronze statue 
of Baron Von Steuben, the German. These men 
could never have been induced to come to America 
to get “good.” Landed estates, forests, and con- 
cessions. They came that they might be eyes, 
bowels, feet, and brains to the unskilled and struggling 
colonists. They were the two finest soldiers in Europe. 
They knew the “desert” of war both in field and camp. 
Von Steuben was the drill master and tactician. La- 
fayette was the “eyes” to the country surveyor and 
Virginia farmer who found himself by force of cir- 
cumstances thrown to the head of the fighting colon- 
ists. So it is well to remcmber when recruiting for 
those to help in Sunday-school or any other good 
work to look for those who will be “eyes,” and not 
for those who will be “passengers.” Men for the 
“eravel train” rather than for the “Pullman.” Men 
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for the “engineer corps” out on the road building the 
way and the bridges and tunnelling ‘mountains, and 
not men for the “swivel chair” and’ the short hours 
and the white collars —if you just get what I mean, 
—the “hard job” ‘and not the “soft snap.” 


Coming Back.—When it rested, he said, Return, 
O Lord, unto the many thousands of ‘Israel (v. 36). 
I stood on Fifth Avenue, New York, one day ‘after 
the Great War when the thousands of returned soldiers, 
with General Pershing at their head; were hour after 
hour passing by. I could have cried like Moses, “Re- 
turn, O Lord, unto the many thousands of Americans!” 
They marched all day in an endless flow, and I got 
my first real idea what a big hellish sort of thing 
the grinding up of young ‘men was in that war> Not 
only in the grist of fine young bodies but in the grist 
of the spiritual entities; For it is only too true that 
thousands of boys lost their touch with things Chris- 
tian. They have been gradually coming back,-here in 
Coatesville at any rate. Here, high on our most 
beautiful north. hills, commanding the wide stretching 
and lovely Chester Valley, the Government has built 
a noble hospital for the boys who are still suffering 
from their experiences in Europe’s inferno. Europe’s 
great blood spree. The old world still has its after- 
drunk headache. In that war came the religious let- 
down — and the moral let-down. “Eat, drink, and be 
merry, for tomorrow we go over the top and die.” 
As men get over an alcoholic spree they also get over 
the anti-religious spree. The pendulum never ceases 
to swing. And, after a manner of speaking, the Lord 
has been returning to “Israel” in these recent years. 
Look at the teeming men’s Bible classes all over the 
country and the crowded churches of the minister 
who has the evangelistic message and knows how to 
put it over so folks can grab it. And I say “grab” 
advisedly. 


CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. McQuilkin, Mrs. 
Askew, Mr. Smith, and an Associate Editor of the Times, 
Mr. Lane. Have you tried assigning some of the ques- 
tions to different members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers as given 
on a later page of this issue? 


OW long had the Israelites been at Sinai when the 
order came to move on? 

2. How long after the rearing of the Tabernacle in 
the wilderness (the first time), did the march described 
in Numbers 10 begin? 

3. Where is the full and complete order of march for 
the twelve tribes through the wilderness recorded? 

4. What was the special duty of the Levites (priests) 
on the march? 

, 5. How is it that thirteen tribes are mentioned in the 
instructions for the order of encampment and march, 
whereas Jacob had only twelve sons? 

6. What double reason did Moses offer to Hobab for 
accompanying Israel on their continued journey ? 

7. By what authority could Moses substantiate his 
promise of good to Hobab? 

8. Can we make a similar proposal, as Christians to- 
day, to the unbeliever ? 

9. Did Hobab’ go with Moses? 
say so? 

10. Did the Israelites have more supernatural guidance 
than we have today? 


If so, why does it not 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given on one of 
the later pages of this issue. 


We 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
ut readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 
Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after C) 
word “Print.” - 
Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 


Do We Welcome the Reminder?—And the chil- 
dren of Israel took their journeys (v. 12). Going by 
train over the long bridge across the Potomac River, 
two young women were talking. One confessed to 
being very timid when crossing such long, high bridges. 
“But,” said the other, “you must remember you are 
in the hands of God.” “Oh, I know that, of course,” 
her friend said, impatiently, “but for pity’s sake don’t 
remind me of it until we are safe over.” This is the 
kind of trust in God that Israel had.—From The Chris- 





















































































































Lesson for September 11 


tian Herald, Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Ewell, Surrey Eng. 


The Difference.—We are journeying 
unto the place of which the Lord said, 
I will give it you (v. 29). Of.two gen- 
tlemen riding in.a train, one was contend- 
ing for salvation without the need of a 
Redeemer, and said to ‘the other, “You 
orthodex have among you born-again 
souls, as you call them, who often mis- 
behave. On the other hand there are some” 
believers who are very good and kind. 
Now what is the difference between a 
poor Christian and a good unbeliever?” 
It happened that just then they were on 
A part of the road where two tracks ran 
pide by side for a mile and then branched 
off. A train was moving by their side 
lat the time. So the other said, “You see 
that train?” “Yes.” “With the same 
mumber of cars as ours?” “Yes.” “And 
the two engines are alike?” “Yes.” “Not 
much difference as to looks between 
them?” “No.” “But, my friend, they are 
running on different tracks, and arrive 
in the end at very different places.”— 
From The~ Life: Line. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Carthage, S. D. Prize illustra- 
tion, 


Do We Know Where We’re Going 7— 
We are journeying unto the place of 
which the Lord said (v. 29). The fol- 
lowing story -is told of Dean Swift. He 
had been out of town and was returning 
to perform a marriage ceremony. His 
train was late, and when he reached the 
station at Dublin it lacked only a few 
minutes of the hour of the wedding. He 
ran out and jumped into a jaunting car, 
calling out to the cabman, “Drive like 
Jehu! I am late now, and have only a 
few minutes to get there!” The man 
gave his horse a cut and was off down 
the street in a gallop. The Dean held 
on with both hands as the little open car 
pitched about, and presently called out to 
the man, “Where are you going?” “I 
don’t know, sir,’ was the reply; “you 
didn’t say where I was to go, but I’m 
driving like Jehu.”—From the Christian 
Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, 
Bacup, Eng. 


“To Be Continued.”—The Lord hath 
spoken good concerning Israel (¥v. 29). 
It is by no means pleasant when reading 
an interesting article in your magazine 
to find yourself pulled up short with the 
ominous words, “To be continued.” Yet 
they are words of good cheer if applied 
to other matters. What a comfort to 
remember that the Lord’s mercy and _lov- 
ing-kindness is to be continued! Much 
as we have experienced ifi the long years 
of our pilgrimage, we have by no means 
outlived eternal love. Providential good- 
ness is an endless chain. All the volumes 
which record the doings of divine grace 
are but part of a series to be continued. 
—From Spurgeon. Sent by W. R. Clark, 
Leeds, Eng. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we praise thee today for the way in which 
thou hast brought us along our life’s jour- 
ney. We remember the milestones along 
the way, the roads that would have been 
wrong to take, but where thou didst guide 
us into the right road. We remember thy 
providing care, and we know that thou art 
still leading on. Even though we may be 
walking painfully in a wilderness of prob- 
lems in these days, we know that the way 
is not unknown to thee, and that we may 
trust thee fully for thy guidance. Help us 
as we go forward under thy care to lead 
others into the company of believers. 
Whether we are moving forward, or halted 
in the way, as thou dost direct, may we 
realize that in active service or in seeming 
obscurity, we are still under thy loving care. 
We ask this in the name of our Lord Jesus. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.— When the children 
of Israel pushed on and marched toward 
Canaan, they were not going ahead all 
the time. There was also standstill time. 
That’s a hard combination for some of 
us. We want to feel we are getting 
ahead just when God is asking us to 
stand still. Waiting is often much harder 
than what we call working, though wait- 
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just at that time. The main thing is 
to know what God wants us to do, to go 
or to stay, and he is always ready to give 
directions. Do you feel that you are on 
the wilderness road today? Do things 
look pretty dark and uncertain ahead? 
Let’s not forget Who is our guide and 
friend. How could we find a better. road 
than: the one He picks out for us? Let’s 
go forward in it, or rest in it, just as he 
may direct, with glad hearts; and let’s 
not hesitate to call others to join with 
us in following our sure guide and Sav- 
iour-friend. Let us pray. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Object: Following the Lord Jesus. 
1. Following a cloud. 

2. Who our Cloud is. 


3. How we can follow him, and help 
others to do the same. 


OME one in a strange place once asked 

the way to the railway station, and 
the man he asked took his arm and led 
him there. He showed the way himself. 
That is just what God did for the chil- 
dren of Israel when they were on their 
long journey from Egypt to Canaan. 
They had never been in that great wil- 
derness before, and none of them knew 
the way, but God said, “I will show you 
the way, and will lead you there myself.” 


How do you think he did it? He gave 
them a cloud to follow. At night it 
looked.as if it were on fire! God guided 


the children of Israel safely all the way 
by this cloud. When it rested over their 
Meeting-Place with God, the beautiful 
tent we learned about two weeks ago, 
the children of Israel made a camp all 
around the tent and stayed in that place 
till they saw the cloud move away. Then 
they would take down their tents and 
follow the cloud until it stopped again. 





ing may be the biggest work we can do 


SCHOOL TIMES 


Read the whole lesson, stressing the 
fact that even after the cloud had moved 
on Moses took no step without prayer 
(vs. 35 and 36). . 

When Hobab, Moses’ brother-in-law, 
came to pay them a visit, what did Moses 
say to him? (v. 29.) All of us are on 
a journey, too, boys and girls, the jour- 
ney through life, and if we love the Lord 
Jesus, and have given ourselves to him, 
then we, too, are journeying to the place 
of which he said, “I will give it to you.” 
When he was going to leave this world 
and go to the Gloryland, he said, “In 
my Father’s house are many mansions 
. » . I go to prepare a place for you” 
(John 14: 2, 3). 

Moses said to Hobab, “Come thou with 
us, and we will do thee good.” Now 
the Lord Jesus wants us to do the very 
same thing —to tell others about how he 
died for them as well as for us, and to 
invite them to come. with us to the Glory- 
land. He is our Cloud and Pillar of Fire 
to show us the way. You remember he 
says, “I am the light of the world,” and 
“T am the way.” Sin had closed the door 
into the Gloryland, but the Lord Jesus 
died in our place, so now we can .go 
there if we follow and obey him, but we 
must be obedient. 

Emphasize the importance of obeying 
God. The Israelites who refused to obey 
never reached the promised land. 


Expression Work 


Let the children suggest some of the 
enemies we meet with on our journey 
through life, who tempt us to take our 
eyes off the Lord Jesus, our Cloud, e. g., 
Giant Self-Will, the Grumbling Goblin, 
Count Cheating, and so on, 


NorwicH, Ena. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
A Great Leader Choosing and Enduring 
—by Faith 
1. The forty-year-long journey: The 
plan, companions, food problems, prayers, 
under this enduring, faith-filled leader. 


PAGE from the “travelogue” kept 
by Moses, of. this memorable forty- 
year-long journey, from Egypt to Ca- 
naan—this is our lesson study for this 
week. This page is taken from his book, 
Numbers, and gives a vivid glimpse into 
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the manner of the journey. Through all 
the interesting details one sees the great 
leader, Moses, choosing God’s way, by 
exact obedience to his every word and 
order, and enduring the multiplied diffi- 
culties and unjust and unloving complaints 
of his own people as he ever did— by 
faith, 

This study is not one of the great, de- 
Ccisive crises which occurred during that 
journey —only of one of its minor inci- 
dents and its everyday and everyweek 
manner of journeying. Yet perhaps it 
offers us a clearer, more intimate picture 
of Moses as a leader than do such out- 
standing events as the crossing of the Red 
Sea, the receiving of the Ten Command- 
ments, and so on. After all, we must 
judge one another by both the peak-hours 
of life and the level of every day’s most 
common need. 

Just so may your girls judge their own 
mothers and fathers, their teachers and 
ministers and other leaders — by the high 
points they may sometimes reach in some 
crisis hour, but also by the tone and re- 
sult of their commonplace living, during 
the long stretches of everyday duties and 
even drudgeries. If this lesson can help 
your young girls to look upon these hu- 
man companions and leaders of theirs 
with more discerning and appreciative 
eyes you will not have taught it for noth- 
ing. 

Numbers 10: 11-28 gives us the plan 
of the journey, in its repeated marchings, 
It had a plan, given of God, you -note, 
and always obeyed by Moses. Here are 
described the places of all of the twelve 
great tribes, with the exact place of the 
Tabernacle (curtains, boards, sockets, etc., 
of the tent house and its court), and of 
the inner sanctuary (furnishings of the 
tent of meeting), and the appointed 
bearers of every part. Will it help some 
girl of yours, whose daily duties seem 
exceedingly -little and unimportant, tire- 
some amaybe in their repetitious round, 
to see how God appointed the bearers of 
the “sockets, and their pins, and their 
cords” (Num. 3:37) as carefully as those 
who bore the ark of the covenant itself? 

Every camp has its “followers,” and we 
fnd one of these with this encampment 
of the tribes of Israel—one Hobab, 
Moses’ brother-in-law. - Moses’ invitation 
to him to continue the journey with them 
will interest your girls. Note the benefit 
to both parties cited by Moses. 

The ever-préssing food problem for ‘this 
marching host comes out again, in chap- 
ter eleven, and will add realism to your 
girls’ imagination of this wilderness jour- 
ney. -See how people remember favorite 
foods (Num. 11:5) and pine for them! 
Isaac had many a grandson like his son 
Esau! And himself, too! 

But of all the revelations concerning 
this march none speak so clearly of the 
obedience and faith of the leader as his 
own recorded prayers. Note those two 
offered upon every setting forward, and 
every pausing, Numbers 10:35, 36, and 
especially Moses’ cry to God for ‘help 
in ‘his. otherwise unbearable burden, in 
11: 10-15. .As a “nursing-father” in truth 
did this leader bear with those people. 


Home Study 


~ Let us continue our. reading, this week 
in Numbers. Note particularly these fine 
passages; 6: 22-27; EI: 10-17, and 26-30; 
and the entire twelfth chapter. All these’ 
throw light on Moses’ character as leader. 


Decatur, GA. 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Choices. 

Discussion: Let the fellows themselves 
mame any event of importance where 
human factors prevailed, and show how 
their sources lay in personal choice and 
decision. 

Objective: 
values. 


Wise choosing for eternal 











AY, fellows, we..are reminded today 
that the Bible is not only the in- 
spired Word of God, but is also very much 





a “Record of Choices.” That is one reason 
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it is such a practical Book of Life, for 
after all, life is just a series of “choos- 
ings.” As a day is made up of hours, 
hours made up of minutes, and minutes 
made up of seconds, so life is a succession 
of many choices, one after the other. 
We cannot evade them; they are forced 
upon us. And since in every choice there 
are possibilities of both disaster and great 
blessing, we want to choose wisely. The 
Bible, which is the Word of God, is the 
one infallible book for guidance in wise 
choosing. It teaches both by example and 
by precept. There are some notable ex- 
amples, with their consequences of tragic 
loss, and others with their glorious re- 
wards, shown according as the choosers 
were foolish or wise. In some cases the 
challenge to a choice came direct from 
God; some were given by Satan; some 
by circumstances, and others were given 
by men. 

The first instance of a choice made in 
the Bible record is when Satan chal- 
lenged Eve to disobey God and eat of 
the forbidden fruit. In the moment of 
that choice she affected the destinies of 
all the human race to follow. Then there 
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was Enoch, accepting the challenge of 
God to come out and walk with him; and 
Noah, in faith, obeying God's instructions 
to build the ark, though no flood was 
present and men mocked him. Jacob 
made his choice at Bethel to deal fairly 
with God. Solomon, given the choice 
as to what God might give him, chose 
wisdom, Saul of Tarsus on the Syr- 
ian plain, definitely chose to yield his 
whole life: body, mind, and spirit to 
the service of Jesus Christ. Pilate, con- 
fronted with the crisis of a decision, made 
the fatal choice of delivering Jesus to his 
murderers when he knew he was innocent. 
Abram gave Lot his choice of the land, 
and Lot unwisely “pitched his tent toward 
Sodom”; when Eliezer, Abraham's serv- 
ant, brought to Rebekah the proposal to 
leave her country and her people and be- 
come the wife of Isaac, her family said 
to her, “Wilt thou go with this man?” 
and she answered, “I will go.” That was 
a momentous choice. Naomi paused upon 
her return to Bethlehem-judah and gave 
her two daughters-in-law, Ruth and 
Orpah, a free choice; Orpah elected to 
remain in Moab, but Ru‘h chose to go 
with Naomi. That choice carried her 
into the ancestral line of Jesus Chrisi. 
Our Lord challenged the rich young ruler 
to choose eternal life, but he was unwill- 
ing to give up his riches for Christ’s 
sake, and he went away sorrowing. Satan 
had the audacity to challenge the Lord 
Jesus in the first days of his ministry, 
for earthly glory, to set aside his plans 
of self-sacrifice, but Jesus chose rather 
to face the cross, according to his eter- 
nal purpose, and give his life a ransom 
for many. 

It would be easy, fellows, to continue 
the story down through history to re- 
cent times and show that all the great 
events of the world have been poised at 
some time, if only for an instant, upon 
the matter of individual choice. In to- 
day’s lesson we find Moses offering to 
Hobab in the wilderness the choice of 
going on to the promised land with God’s 
people; but Hobab chose to remain in 
his own heathen home and state. Moses 
had much to offer Hobab, and Hobab 
could have had the satisfaction of being 
a real factor in the progress of God’s 
people. Our Lord Jesus invites you to- 
day to follow him and share with him 
his glory. On the other hand Satan 
would lure you to follow him in the 
paths of sin, holding out to you attractive 
present pleasures to bind you to his serv- 
ice. Jesus said, “No man can serve two 
masters.” You must choose one or the 
other. You cannot serve both. And you 
alone must make the choice. 

Oh, fellows, be wise, and choose that 
which is good. Pause a moment and ask 
the Holy Spirit to guide you in choosing, 
and you will not blunder. 


Greenszoro, N, C. 
w 
This Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson for September 11) 


1. Nearly a year (see Exod. 19:1 and 
Num. 10: 11). 


2. One month and twenty days elapsed be- 
tween the completion of the Tabernacle and 
the beginning of this march. Compare Exo- 
dus 40:17, Numbers 1:1 and 10:11. 


3. See Numbers 2: 1-31 with 10: 1-28. 


4. They were in charge of the Tabernacle 
and all its sacred furnishings. The. ark. 
carefully covered, was carried by its ap- 
pointed bearers (Num. 4). 


5. Jacob before he died arranged to count 
Joseph’s two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh 
as his own, and: no tribe was named after 
Joseph. (See’ Gen. 48: 1-6.) 


6. That “we will do you good,” and “you 
will do us good.” 


They were going to a land which God 
had promised them, and God had “spoken 
good concerning Israel.” 


8. Certainly, but only if the unbeliever 
will accept Christ as Saviour. 


9. It seems to be taken for granted that 
Hobab yielded to Moses’ second plea; had 
he not done so it would be natural to men- 
tion this second refusal. We have record 
_— of descendants from Hobab (Judg. 4: 
Ir 


to. The he piles of cloud was a visible sym- 
‘bol of God’s presence. We have the actual 
he of God-the Hely Spirit with us to 





guide. Also we have the completed revela- 
tion of God’s written Word, so we have far 
more supernatural help than the Israelites 
bent ge we will be held to greater account- 
ability. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sept. 18. Some “Other Gods” Today. Exod. 
20:3; 1 John 5:21. 

—_ 25. Getting Off to a Good Start. Heb. 

: 1-3. (Rally Day.) 

Ps 2. How Does the Teaching of Jesus 
Change Business? Luke 19: 1-8. (Consecra- 
tion meeting.) 

Oct. 9. I. How Does the Liquor Problem 
Affect Young People Today? Matt. 7: 17, 
18; John 8: 32. 


Sunday, September 11 


Does God Really Care? 
(Matt. 6 : 25, 26) 








Mon.—Care for His people (Deut. 29 : 1-9). 

Tues.—The faith of Jesus (Matt. 10: 
28-31). 

Wed.—Believe in God’s care (1 Pet. 5: 
1-7). 

Thurs.—Discipline needed (Heb. 12 : 4-13). 

Fri—Argument from nature (Matt. 6: 


24-34). 
Sat.—A psalm on God’s care (Psa. 91: 
1-16) 











If God cares, why does he permit suffering? 

What is God trying to do with us and for 
us? 

What indications have we of God’s care? 


KING is closeted with his council 

deliberating upon the high affairs of 
state, which involve the destiny of nations. 
Suddenly he hears the cry of his little 
child who had hurt himself. The king 
rises and runs to his relief. He wipes 
away his tears and comforts him. Is 
there anything unkingly in his ‘act? On 
the contrary, is it not most natural, and 
does it not make us think more highly 
of the monarch? .Why then should we 
think it belittling to God, the King of 
kings, and our heavenly Father, to con- 
sider the trifling woes of his children? 
True it is infinitely condescending, yet is 
it not also the most logical thing that 
our heavenly Father should do? 


Some one has well said that those who 
know God best, trust him most implicitly 
and count upon his love and care most 
fully. If we have any doubt of God’s 
love and care, let us ask some of those 
who belong to him, and who have trusted 
him for many years. Let them tell us 
whether he has ever failed them or 
whether his will for them has proved to 
be unloving or short of the best. 


oe 


But let us take also the testimony of 
God’s Word as to his love and care. Our 
Scripture lesson gives us one of the Lord 
Jesus’ own testimonies as to God’s loving 
provision for his children. His words, 
“Take no thought,” do not encourage 
thriftlessness or idleness. Rather they 
mean, “Have no anxious concern. Paul 
re-echoes the Lord’s thought in these 
verses when he says in Philippians 4: 6, 
“Be careful [anxious] for nothing.” 

It is important, however, that we should 
notice the ground upon which we may be 
free from anxiety and care, and rest back 
upon our loving Father’s provision. Di- 
rectly linked with the verses in our Scrip- 
ture lesson are verses 33 and 34 that sum 
up this teaching. “But seek ye first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness ; 
and all these things shall be added unto 
you. Take therefore no thought for the 
morrow: for the morrow shall take 
thought for the things of itself. Suffi- 
cient unto the day is the evil thereof.” 
God cares and he does bountifully provide 
for those who are not his children. But 
he cannot care for us as he wants to 
until we have put ourselves in his keep- 
ing and are seeking his will. 

Paul similarly adds to his admonition, 
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TO GIVE TO YOUR CHURCH 
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PROHIBITION 
Sell Like Hot Cakes! 


This newest aid for prohibition will help 
you to pay off the mortgage, raise money 
for your organization, and. at the same 
time lend strength to a great cause. 
Metal Auto Plates 11%” x 44" 


Cost you $1.00 D: 7.50 per M 
Postage Prepaid East of gg 


25c Sellers, a profit of 
Windshield Stickers, 10’’ x io 


$1.00 brings you 100 postpaid 
$7.50 per thousand. s5c Sellers 
profit of 50% 





Correspondence Stickers 2” x 1” 
$2.00 brings you rooo. Sell for 1c each 


Prohibition Sunday School Buttons 30c 


per dozen 
All Items in Red, White and Blue 
25% deposits on C.O.D. shipments 
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with 


Cutieura Taleum 
Fragrant and Refreshing 


Priee 25c. Sample free. 
Address: “Outicura,” 4B, Malden, Mass, 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions. These rates include postage. 


$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents 
for postage to these rates; for foreign sub- 
scriptions add 50 cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 
Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in advance, 
in the United States and Possessions. 
These rates include postage. 


_75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year. 


52 cents—Five or more copies in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 


Concerning manuscripts.— Those who 
send manuscripts to The Sunday School 
Times and Christian Youth for publica- 
tion are requested to send return postage 
to be used in case the manuscripts are 
found unavailable. The Times regrets 
that it cannot usually return manuscripts 
with which no postage is enclosed. 

The Sunday School Times Company 

$23-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Lesson for September 11 


“Be. anxious in nothing,’ that we are in 
everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving to let our requests be 
made known unto God. Then and only 
then can the ‘“‘peace of God, which pass- 
eth all understanding,” keep our hearts 
and minds. - 


But the age-old argument against God’s 
love and care is sure. to present itself. 
Why does God permit suffering, if he 
cares? Job, you will remember, was 
confronted with this argument by his 
“comforters,” when God permitted af- 
fliction and suffering to come to him. 

David also had some trouble along this 
line, for we read in Psalm 73: 11-14 some 
of his questionings concerning the ease 
and comfort of the wicked and the suf- 
fering of .the righteous... We hear him 
say, “How doth God know? and is there 
knowledge in ‘the most High?» Behold, 
these are the ungodly, who. prosper in 
the world; they increase in riches, Verily 
tI have cleansed my heart in vain, . 
for all the day long have I been plagued, 
and chastened every morning.’ 

But both David and Job learned how 
to rejoice and thank God in tribulation 
and both learned that suffering, when 
permitted by God, becomes one of the 
choicest means to bring us_closer. to him; 
Listen to Job’s words at the end of his 
long period of affliction. He says, “I 
have heard of thee by the hearing of the 
ear: but now mine eye seeth thee. Where- 
fore I abhor myself, and repent in dust 
and ashes” (Job. 42:5, 6) 

Paul, too, learned this lesson, for we 
read in Hebrews 12:11: “Now no chas- 
tening for the present seemeth to be joy- 
ous, but grievotis: nevertheless afterward 
it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of right- 
ousness unto them which are exercised 
thereby.” Again we hear him say in 2 
Corinthians 12: 7-9, “There was given to 
me a thorn in the flesh, . . . for this thing 
I besought the Lord thrice, that it. might 
depart from me. And he said unto me, 
My grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness.” 

Frances Ridley Havergal, a great suf- 
ferer to whom we owe some of our finest 
Christian hymns, said, “I look at every 
trial and training of every kind in this 
light, not its effect upon oneself for one- 
self, but. in its gradual fitting of me to 
do the Master’s work. So in every pain- 
ful spiritual darkness or conflict, it has 
already comforted me to think that God 
might be leading me through strange dark 
ways, so that I might afterward be his 
messenger to some of his children in sim- 
ilar distress. My ill heatth this summer 
has been very trying to me, but I sup- 
pose that God’s crosses are often made 
of the most unexpected and strange mate- 
rial. Perhaps trial must be felt keenly, 
or it would not be powerful enough as a 
medicine in the hands of our beloved 
Healer.” 

On her deathbed, when her sister was 
distressed at her: suffering her whispered 
reply was, “God’s will is delicious. He 
makes no’ mistake.” 


PHILADELPHIA, 





| Children at Home 








When Grandmother Was 
a Little Girl 


IV. Granf’r Finds the Turkeys 
By Nellie E. Burd 


Children always like to hear stories of the 
childhood of their parents and grandparents. 
Miss Burd has already given young Times 
readets three stories of her grandmother's 
girlhood, and this is the fourth of the series 
which will continue in an early issue, 


: oe was looking with pitying eyes at 
Grandmother. Lois felt that she was 
very much to be pitied; for- was not she, 


' sherself; gomg:-to a party: the very next 


day? And that was something Grand- 
mother could never have had the priv- 
ileze of doing when she was a girl, way 
back there on the New Jersey farm. There, 
shut off from- travel by narrow roads, 
deep with dust or mud, Grandmother 
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| could never have seen >a party of any 


size. 

Lois closed her spelling book and gazed 
dreamily off at Mount Tammany. She 
loved to sit here on the porch and watch 
the evening ‘mists change the old mountain 
from: purple to blue, from blue to a deep 
mysterious shadow against the sky. To- 
morrow night, she would be wearing her 
new dress and enjoying the party. What 
fun it would be! 

Then Grandmother said a very sur- 
prising thing. She said: “The party 
you are going to makes me think of the 
first party I ever enjoyed.” 

“The first!” Lois gasped. “Why, 
Grandmother, did you ever go to any 
party? Did you go to a first one and 
then to others beside?” 

“Oh, indeed, I did. We had to have 
parties to break the monotony of life 
ona farm. The fitst one I recall, though, 
was for Granf’r.” 

“Could he enjoy it? He was an old 
man.” 

“He was old — you would say. He was 
eighty-seven. He was a dear, old man, 
erect and active, although he had to be- 
gin to use a cane when he went outside 
the house over the uneven ground. He 
was always sunny and sweet-tempered 
with only one thing that could ruffle his 
temper. That was the habit the turkeys 
had of running away into the woods. 
These turkeys were Granf’r Miller’s 
especial care, and from their sale he made 
his spending money after his real working 
years were over.” 

“Wasn't it hard for him to take care 
of them?” 

“Not so hard; but it meant much time. 
They were the greatest things to wan- 
der away, and once out in the woods they 
would either hide under rank growth of 
grass and weeds or else perch high in 
trees where it was difficult to get at them. 
Brother Will was always good about 
helping Granf’r hunt the turkeys when 
they got out:of reach of the old man. 

“This day two of the turkeys were 
gone. Two nice, plump turkey hens! 
Brother Will was not there to hunt them. 
He had been away all morning and had 
been absent from home all the previous 
morning. I understood that he was run- 
ning errands for Father. We had no 
telephone or quick mail service in -those 
days, and when Father wanted to send 
word to any of the neighbors about’ work 
to be done or about some political meet- 
ing, the younger boys had to take the 
notes. I, myself, when I was only eight 
had walked, two or three miles to carry 
messages from Mother or Aunt Kate, or 
to borrow thread or some other ‘needed 
article. I did not care much for the 
long walk, and I knew there would al- 
ways be another long one later, as the 
folks were so scrupulously careful to re- 
turn any article borrowed. Grandmother 
Miller sent me a three-mile trip once to 
return a needle she had borrowed.” 

“But, why borrow so much?” 

“We did:not borrow much compared 
to the borrowers who came to us. Father 
and Mother’ did not believe in borrowing ; 
but the store was miles. away. Miles 
meant miles in those days of horse and 
huckboard travel. Father went to town 
for,us once every two or three months; 
but it took much time from work. So 
when we ran out of some little article, 
we had to borrow. 

“This morning Mother had me busy 
cleaning silver and dusting in the sel- 
dom-used parlor and big living room. I 
happened tq go into the kitchen just as 
Granf’r came in. Mother had a big 
kettle of cabbage on the stove cooking, 
and was not taking the usual care to 
keep it from scenting up the whole place. 
I had puzzled over that cabbage cooking. 
I thought she and Aunt Kate had been 
laughing about it. They had said that 
for once Granf’r. was going to get left, 
he always declared that no one could sur- 
prise him. Then Aunt Kate had stirred 
up the cabbage and said, ‘Well, he can 
whiff this smell and that will be no sur- 
prise.’ I could not see the sense to all 
their jokes. 

“When Granf’r came in, he was.almost 
ill-tempered for once. 

““T -don’t see,’ he scolded, ‘where that 
boy, Will, is. Trust a boy to be gone 
when he is needed.’ 





“*Now, Granf’r,’ soothed Aunt Kate, 
‘you knew Will is a good boy: you raised 
him. He always obeys you; but now he 
is doing something for his father. Why 
do you want him?’ 

“‘Oh, those two old turks. If I ever 
catch them, I’ll kill them. I’ve hunted 
hig and low for them and can’t find a 
trace of them. I don’t see where they 
are! I’ve looked.in the near field and 
the orchard and all around the barn,’ 

“*Well,. Father,’ my mother coaxed 
him, ‘they will come back. I am sure 
Will can find them when he comes. Don’t 
you tire yourself out hunting them alone. 
Why don’t you sit on the front porch a 
bit and rest and eat this nice fresh ginger 
bread?’ 

“Ginger bread!’ exclaimed Granf’r, 
though I could see his eyes light up at 
the sight of. it, ‘This isn’t your: day. for 
baking ginger bread or anything else.’ 

“ ‘No,’ agreed Mother, as she gently 
pushed him toward the hall leading to 
the front porch, ‘but, you see, tomorrow 
old man Tindle comes to make our shoes 
and I must get some of this work out 
of the way.’ 

“Humph!’ Granf’r grunted; but he 
took himself off to the porch and was 
so tired that, after his ginger bread was 
eaten, he sat dozing and napping in his 
chair for a long time. 

“When he was well settled on the porch, 
Mother closed the hall door, then tip- 
toed to the stove and opened the oven 
door. She lifted the lid of the huge 
baking pan. There were the two lost 
turkeys coming to a nice brown.in our 
oven! 

“I fairly danced about for glee. ‘A 
party! A party!’ I whispered to Mother. 

“Yes, that was it. Never had ‘they 
been able to surprise Granf’r; but this 
time they were determined that he should 
be taken by surprise. The boiling cab- 
bage was only to help hide the savory 
odor of the roasting turkeys. Brother 
Will was even then astride the old: bay 
horse, Jepther, going from neighbor to 
neighbor to invite them. It was to be a 
twilight — or candle-light we used to call 
it — feast in honor of Granf’r’s birthday. 
Father and the men had kept the old man 
up around the barn the day before to 
help them so that the. women. could -get 
some of the baking and cooking done-for 
the party. There was no bake shop.for 
us to send to when we wanted extra 
cakes or pies. 

“What a party that was!” Grandmother 
took off her glasses and wiped them care- 
fully, as if she needed them to see again 
those loaded tables around. which -the 
thirty friends had gathered. 

“Granf’r was up by the barn when.-the 
first wagon load of guests drew near. 
He was watching the milking, trying to 
gently hurry the, men, who dragged out 
this work unusually late just to keep him 
away from the house. It was not un- 
usual to have friends descend .on us for 
a night visit, unannounced; but ‘they 
usually came in-the winter and never until 
late at night. When Granf’r’s keen old 
eyes saw the wagon load of folks coming 
over the hill, he started to hurry to the 


house to warn us;-for he thought. how |- 


anxious Mother and Aunt Kate would 
feel if they were caught unprepared for 
company. 

“He just reached the kitchen door as 
the wagon stopped, and back of it on the 
hill appeared two more. : 

“ ‘My!’ said Granf’r, ‘My! I swan_this 
beats all? There through the open kitchen 
door and the open door inside he could 
see the two tables with all their extra 
leaves in and covered with snowy table 
cleths and set with Mother’s best -dishes 
and silver. I was capering about, attired 
in my best Sunday-go-to-meetin’ calico 
dress. Mother and Aunt. Kate. in their 
best gowns were hurrying down the hall 
to greet the guests. 

“The open oven’ door showed Granf’r 
his lost turkeys, their skin fairly burst- 
ing with sweetness. _ 


“ ‘Sarah,’ said Granf’r impressively, ‘one- 
’ y; 


is never too old to learn. I’ve learned 
that for once they could put something 
over on me and surprise me for fair. I 
do believe, I do believe that it is my 
birthday.’ ” 

(To be continued) 
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beloved nation. At the present time she 
is in the wilderness again: “I will al- 
lure her, and bring her into the wilder- 
ness, and speak comfortably unto her” 
(Hos, 2: 14). Israel’s sufferings in many 
lands is keener than in many decades, 
Pray for the 28,000 Jews said to be lan- 
guishing in Soviet prisons, 


the people of Palestine, now receiving 
light power from the Jordan station, may 
receive the Light of light, their greatest 
necessity, more and more readily, 


( For Family Worship 
| By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League Wed.—Deuteronomy 11: 1-7. 


Israel and God’s Providence. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: God’s good hand 
is clearly seen in the restoration of the 
Israelites to their land. As Joseph’s breth- 
ren knew not Joseph, so the Jews know 
not yet their Messiah. Winston S. 
Churchill, always a warm friend of the 
Jews, says that they have brought the 
Arabs good gifts and good times and 
better civilization. Pray that the chang- 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee, 


Tues.—Nehemiah 9 : 9-15. Israel Divinely Led. 


PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: The beautiful 
garden towns of Tel Aviv in Palestine, 
and the marvelously fruitful fields of 
Rishon Lexion, until recently blistering 
deserts, tell the story of God’s watch- 
care over his ancient people. Pray that 


September 5 to 11 


Mon.—Numbers 10: 11-13, 29-36, 
Israel Journeying Toward Canaan. 


Prayer Succestions: Israel is God’s 
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ing attitude of many Jews toward the 
Lord Jesus may lead mary of them to 
repentance. 


Thurs.—Deuteronomy 8 : 11-20. 

Israel Warned. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Thousands of 
children are literally starving in Warsaw 
alone,” aecording to The Jewish Era 
“Parents have sold all their belongings 
to buy food for their children, and are 
now utterly destitute.’ Pray that God’s 
graciousness may be extended to them as 
best shall glorify him in the fulfillment 
of his holy purposes toward them. 


Fri—Isaiah 637-14. Israel’s Saviour. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Recently Jews 
were seen lying on their faces in a Brook- 
lyn synagogue crying to God to care for 
their persecuted brethren, particularly in 
Russia. One was heard to say, “Lord, 
send our Messiah, and should the Jests 
of the Gentiles be the One, grant us a 
sign that we may be sure, and forgive our 
guilt toward Him.” Pray that thousands 
of thoughtful Jews may come to know 
him through the ministries of Jewish 
workers. 


Sat.—Deuteronomy 32 : 7-12. 

God’s Hand in History. 
Prayer SuGGESTIONS: The Pro-Pales- 
tinian Herald indicates a change is tak- 
ing place in the minds of British states- 
men favorable to Palestine. They seem 
determined to carry into effect the re- 
building of the Jewish State. God's hand 
seems to be upon the Jews for good. Pray 
for the Jews in the 255 synagogues in 
Jerusalem. 


Sun.—Psalm 34:1-8. God Our Protector. 
Prayer Suacestions: If it had not 
been the Lord who was on the side of 
the Jewish people, they would have per- 
ished long ago. Today there are perse- 
cutions in evidence in many countries like 
Russia, Poland, Czecho-Slovakia, Rou- 
mania, as well as-in some parts of “Chris- 
tian” lands. 
in Roumania and the 3,000,000 in Poland 
facing extreme want. 


Studying the Bible 
in Des Moines 


N 1922 the Des Moines Christian Fun- 

damentals Association decided to un- 
dertake the new venture of organizing 
community Bible classes that would pur- 
sue the regular and systematic study of 
the Bible under approved and competent 
teachers. Nearly a dozen’such classes 
were finally started. The classes grew 
both in number and in general stability, 
and a systematic course of study for all 
of the classes was adopted. A system 
of certificates and diplomas was also made 
available to a“ students doing written 
work, and attending two-thirds of the 
class sessions annually. In 1930-31 there 
were twenty classes in active operation 
from October 1 to May 1, and meeting 
weekly in homes or in churches, 

The number of classes has now in- 
creased to twenty-nine, and the course of 
study has been changed from four to six 
years. The prospects for the coming fall 
and winter are bright for this unique and 
effective method of enlisting young and 
old in regular and systematic Bible study. 
Last spring a teacher-training course was 
also organized, following the course of 
study of the Evangelical Teacher Train- 
ing Association, and the enrollment for 
this work was also most encouraging. 

Any person or group who may be in- 
terested in organizing Bible study classes, 
and who would like advice and assistance, 
may communicate with Mrs. D. L. Dot- 
son, 4946-S.W. Sixth Street, Des Moines, 
Iowa, as she represents both the Iowa 
and World’s Christian Fundamentals As- 
sociations as organizer of Bible class 
groups. 
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The soul that receives the Holy Spirit 
in all His fullness shall find the provi- 
dence of God keeping pace with His in- 
ward blessing, and the grace that we have 
experienced in our heart will reflect itself 
in all our outward life—Dr. A. B. Simp- 
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son, in the Keswick Calendar. 


Pray for the 400,000 Jews - 
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